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Our relaunched magazine Mizzima Weekly provides
readers with a more focused read on what matters in Myanmar
and the wider region, with an emphasis on analysis, insight and
providing key talking points.
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DOES THE MYANMAR RESISTANCE
NOW HAVE A UNITED FRONT?

aw Wai Soe, minister of health and
education in the National Unity
Government (NUG), is adamant

that Myanmar'’s Spring Revolution fighters
have stepped up to the plate.

In a story for The Diplomat entitled:
“Myanmar’'s Resistance Finally Has
a Unified Front: The new Steering
Council for the Emergence of a Federal
Democratic Union (SCEF) could change
the course of the country’s conflict” the
NUG minister claims the resistance has
pulled itself together to effectively take
on the illegal Myanmar military junta that
grabbed power in a coup in 2021.

As he writes, the Steering Council
offers the people of Myanmar their best
opportunity in decades to end military
rule and replace perpetual conflict with a
new political system capable of delivering

lasting  peace, security, freedom,
democracy, and equality.

For the international community,
the Steering Council presents a

rare opportunity to engage with a
resistance movement that is increasingly
coordinated, politically coherent, and
committed to building a democratic
federal union capable of bringing long-
term stability and prosperity to Myanmar
and the wider region, he adds.

The need for resistance unity has
come to the fore as the Myanmar junta
continues to dig in and attempt to pass
itself off as a civilian, democratically
elected government, despite critics
claiming the process is a scam.

The need for greater unity within
Myanmar's resistance movement has
become increasingly urgent as the military
seeks to consolidate its political position
and present itself internationally as a
legitimate, civilian government following
its heavily criticised election process.

For the resistance, unity is therefore
not simply a political slogan but a
practical necessity. The opposition
remains a broad and sometimes unwieldy
coalition involving the National Unity
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Government (NUG), the National Unity
Consultative Council, the Committee
Representing  Pyidaungsu  Hluttaw,
People's Defence Forces, established
ethnic revolutionary organisations and
numerous local resistance groups. Their
political objectives overlap substantially,
particularly around ending military rule
and establishing a federal democratic
system, but their military structures,
territorial interests and strategic priorities
can differ considerably.

There have nevertheless been
important attempts to overcome these
divisions. In March 2026, resistance and
ethnic representatives established the
Steering Council or SCEF, designed to
provide a more coordinated political and
military framework. Its structure includes
representatives of states and ethnic
revolutionary organisations, the people
and women, while its stated purpose is
to coordinate political, military, federal
and institutional affairs. The council
has also adopted six broad objectives,
including ending military involvement in
politics, abolishing the 2008 Constitution
and creating a new federal democratic
constitution.

Military  coordination is also
becoming more important. The NUG has
acknowledged shortcomings in its own
defence structures and has called for
greater coordination with allied ethnic
armed organisations. Yet unity remains
incomplete. Ethnic organisations
have different political histories and
ambitions, while relations between some
resistance groups have been strained by
territorial disputes, competing chains of
command and disagreements over the
future federal structure.

Therealistic objective, therefore, may
not be a single centralised resistance
army, but a sufficiently coordinated
coalition capable of maintaining a
common political strategy while allowing
substantial regional autonomy.
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MAKING ASEAN’S

FIVE-POINT CONSENSUS
WORK: THAILAND AS A
BRIDGE OR A BYPASS?

NICHOLAS KONG
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he Five-Point Consensus (5PC) was collective-

ly adopted at the emergency ASEAN Summit in

Jakarta in April 2021 to restore stability through
peaceful resolution following Myanmar's 2021 coup.
However, five years later, Myanmar's military junta has
failed to implement the commitments it accepted under
the 5PC. Despite repeated reaffirmations by ASEAN,
the consensus remains largely unimplemented while
Myanmar's conflict continues to deepen.

The central question is no longer whether the 5PC
remains relevant, but whether ASEAN has developed
the institutional architecture necessary to make it work.

A Polarized Diplomatic Maneuver

On July 16, 2026, ASEAN foreign ministers held an
informal meeting in Bangkok with Myanmar's junta re-
presentative. It was the highest-level ASEAN-Myanmar
engagement since 2021. Singapore's Foreign Minister
reasserted three priorities: a permanent cessation of
violence, the release of all political detainees including
Daw Aung San Suu Kyi, and unhindered humanitarian
access. Days before the meeting, Myanmar’s military-
controlled parliament called for a review of the 5PC
and the restoration of Myanmar’s full participation in
ASEAN, signaling the junta’s desire for normalization
without meaningful compliance. Regime-affiliated me-
dia hailed the meeting as “a major diplomatic win.’

Critics dismissed the talks as premature engage-
ment without meaningful concessions. ASEAN Chair's
Special Envoy rejected that characterization, defending
her mandate to pursue constructive dialogue with all
parties. On July 22, the 59th ASEAN Foreign Ministers’
Meeting (AMM) in Manila reaffirmed its commitment
to advancing lasting peace in Myanmar as part of its
efforts to uphold regional peace, stability, and ASEAN
Centrality. The AMM reiterated that the junta leader
would remain locked out of ASEAN summits and en-
dorsed proposals for a permanent Special Envoy and
standardized benchmarks to assess implementation of
the 5PC.
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ASEAN'’s Credibility at Stake While some critics
have portrayed the 5PC as a failure and the junta itself
has sought to reinterpret or diminish its significance,
the framework remains ASEAN's most legitimate di-
plomatic instrument.

The principles of the 5PC are fully consistent with
the ASEAN Charter, which upholds non-interference
while promoting the peaceful resolution of disputes.
Both abandoning the 5PC and repeatedly reaffirming
it without consequences would undermine ASEAN's
credibility.

Fractured Members and Thailand’s
Unique Role

ASEAN’s members have differing priorities. Thai-
land has pushed for Myanmar's gradual reintegration,
exposing divisions within the bloc. Sharing a long, po-
rous border with Myanmar, Thailand bears the imme-
diate impact of prolonged instability, including refugee
flows, transnational crime, cyber scam networks, nar-
cotics and human trafficking, and humanitarian chal-
lenges. Thailand’s Foreign Minister described Bangkok
as “a bridge connecting Myanmar back to ASEAN,
arguing that calibrated engagement can create space
for constructive dialogue. The high-level engagement
in Bangkok on August 7-8, culminated in a joint state-
ment, in which Thailand reaffirmed support for Myan-
mar's "full and equal participation in ASEAN mecha-
nisms'. While the Thai Foreign Minister reiterated that
engaging the junta leader did not constitute an endor-
sement of his government but reflected the practical
need to work with those in power to resolve bilateral
problems, this approach risks turning the bridge into a
bypass if bilateral engagement advances normalization
without meaningful compliance with the 5PC.

If ASEAN's Charter yields to the interests of a
member simply because it shares a border and has im-
mediate economic and security concerns, its collective
credibility will be weakened. That credibility will matter
even more as ASEAN faces tougher tests of unity, in-
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cluding negotiations with China over the South China
Sea Code of Conduct with ASEAN preparing for the
49th ASEAN Summit in Manila on November 10-12,
where regional unity and the bloc’s ability to uphold its
collective commitments will again be tested.

Lessons from ASEAN'’s Past Leader-
ship

During Vietnam's occupation of Cambodia in 1978,
ASEAN demonstrated strategic clarity and diplomatic
cohesion that helped mobilize international support
despite complex geopolitical circumstances. Singa-
pore's Lee Kuan Yew was instrumental in sustaining
collective resolve and diplomatic pressure while coor-
dinating with major powers, including China. ASEAN's
successful diplomacy depends on collective resolve,
not just dialogue. As the world's fifth-largest economic
bloc, ASEAN possesses far greater economic influence
than it did five decades ago. The question is whether it
can exercise a comparable degree of political determi-
nation.

Beyond a Naypyidaw-Centric Approach A durab-
le political settlement will require engagement with all
stakeholders beyond Naypyidaw. Multiple EAOs, politi-
cal parties, civil society groups, and the Steering Coun-
cil for the Emergence of a Federal Democratic Union
(SCEF)—a collective leadership body established by
the NUG, CRPH, and major EAOs, including the KNU,
KIO, KNPP/IEC, and CNF, now exert significant influ-
ence on the ground.

It is also crucial to avoid engaging different actors
with unequal political weight. Such selective engage-
ment could inadvertently strengthen the junta’s narra-
tive that it remains the only legitimate voice and autho-
rity in Myanmar while marginalizing other important
stakeholders.

The Myanmar military has repeatedly demonstra-
ted its ability to turn diplomatic engagement into po-
litical advantage while offering little substantive com-
pliance in return. ASEAN should not mistake another
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opening for another breakthrough. The lesson of his-
tory is not that dialogue is futile, but that dialogue wit-
hout measurable commitments and consequences can
become a mechanism for normalization rather than a
pathway to peace.

The Five-Point Consensus: From a Le-
gitimate Framework to an Implemen-
tation Architecture

ASEAN should continue to insist on full implemen-
tation of the Five-Point Consensus, which remains its
most legitimate and collectively endorsed framework
for Myanmar. However, continued non-compliance
cannot remain cost-free.

Rather than replacing the 5PC, ASEAN should bu-
ild an implementation architecture around it through
measurable benchmarks and implementation time-
lines, broader institutionalized engagement with all
major stakeholders, including the SCEF as a coalition
entity, other EAOs outside the coalition, together with
calibrated collective responses if the junta continues to
reject its commitments. Such an approach would pre-
serve the existing framework while making it more cre-
dible, adaptive, and effective. Close coordination with
major powers, particularly China, will remain essential
to advancing these measures. ASEAN's credibility will
be judged not by the number of meetings it conve-
nes, but by whether it can translate diplomatic com-
mitments into effective regional action. The 5PC must
evolve from a declaration of intent into an implemen-
tation architecture capable of addressing Myanmar's
realities and the aspirations of the Myanmar people
while preserving ASEAN unity and centrality.

This commentary was first published by Eurasia Re-
view.

The views expressed in this commentary do not ne-
cessarily reflect the views of Mizzima Media.
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REGENT CONSCRIPTS ‘SACRIFIGED’ IN MYANMAR
JUNTA BATTLES TO SEEK SUPREMACY

yanmar's junta is increasingly relying on conscripts, airpower and drones as
key tools in its campaign against revolutionary forces, with civilians and poorly
trained recruits bearing much of the cost. Reports from conflict areas indicate
that conscripts are frequently deployed at the front of military columns, exposing them to

the heaviest fighting while permanent soldiers remain behind them.

A defecting conscript from the junta’s No. 256 Regiment, based in Yesagyo, told local
media that almost all of his friends from the same No. 5 conscription batch had been killed
while fighting on the Rakhine front. The account reflects concerns over the junta’s use of

newly-recruited personnel despite their limited training and battlefield experience.

A leaked document concerning a junta column operating in Wetlet Township provides
further evidence. Of the 100 personnel in the column, only three were officers and 17 were
permanent soldiers, while the remaining 80 - around 80 percent - were conscripts. The
composition suggests that the junta is increasingly depending on forced recruits to sustain

its ground operations.

As its ground forces struggle to confront resistance groups, the junta has also intensified

airstrikes against areas outside its control. On August 16 and 17, junta aircraft reportedly
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carried out four strikes in Pinlebu Township, targeting
a hospital and nearby villages. Four civilians, including
a child and an elderly person, were killed, while more
than a dozen were wounded, some suffering severe

injuries including limb loss.

On August 16, eight bombs were reportedly
dropped on a hospital, school and homes near Kinpan
Village. Junta aircraft also opened machine-gun fire on

villagers attempting to flee, according to local reports.

Rakhine State has experienced similar attacks.
According to local media outlet Narinjara, junta
airstrikes killed 31 civilians and seriously injured
another 35 in Thandwe, Mrauk-U, Ann and Gwa
townships. The deadliest incident occurred at Kyaukkyi
Village in Thandwe Township on August 10, when 16
villagers were killed and 18 wounded.

In  AA-controlled areas, the junta reportedly
carried out 11 major airstrikes this year that each killed

or injured more than 10 civilians. The attacks have
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Arakan Army fighters. Photo: AA '
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reportedly resulted in 89 deaths and 139 injuries in
total.
Drones have become another important
component of the junta’s strategy. On August 18, junta
drones attacked three villages in Phruso Township,
Karenni State, in six separate incidents. No civilian
casualties were reported, but houses were damaged
or burned. Persistent drone surveillance has also
disrupted education, with some schools temporarily

closing in Phruso in early August.

On August 11, a junta suicide drone reportedly
struck an internally displaced persons’ camp east of
Loikaw Township, killing two IDPs, including a woman,

and injuring two others.

Together, these tactics indicate a shift toward
sustained reliance on forced manpower and remote
warfare, allowing the junta to maintain military pressure

while limiting the exposure of its permanent troops.
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Arakan Army tightens grip in battles
for Rakhine

Fighting between Myanmar's junta and the
Arakan Army (AA) intensified in Rakhine State in the
second week of August, with clashes resuming around
Kyaukphyu after a 10-day lull. On August 12, both
sides launched offensives against positions under
their respective control, including Thaing Chyaung and
Minpyin, held by the AA, and Awataung, controlled by
the junta. The junta had previously used artillery and

drones to attack AA positions.

The conflict is also moving closer to Sittwe, the
junta’s last major stronghold in Rakhine State. On
August 11, the AA reportedly used artillery and drones
to attack the junta’s No. 908 Battle Engineer Regiment
after receiving information that military personnel were
being reinforced there. The AA also launched attacks
against the junta’'s Shwe Min Gan naval base, located
about two miles from Sittwe. The AA is now advancing
toward Sittwe along three fronts, prompting the junta
to strengthen its defenses with scout posts, defensive
positions and frontline deployments around the city.

At the same time, the junta is attempting to
reinforce its positions in Rakhine State by sending
military columns from Ayeyarwady, Bago and Magway
regions. Fierce fighting has been reported in Thabaung
and Yekyi townships in Ayeyarwady, both close to
Rakhine State.

The AA has also taken the fight beyond Rakhine.
Its forces reportedly attacked the junta's No. 344
Artillery Battalion in Ayeyarwady Region, as the military
attempts to maintain supply and reinforcement routes
toward the conflict zone. From Magway Region, the
junta attempted to send reinforcements to the encircled
Natyekan strategic positions. However, the column was
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intercepted by the AA and allied forces on August 16,

reportedly suffering heavy casualties.

Flooding negatively affecting over a
million people

Heavy monsoon rains have triggered severe
flooding across parts of Myanmar, leaving communities
in Ayeyarwady and Sagaing regions struggling to find
shelter, food, clean water and basic medicine. The crisis
is being compounded by restrictions on humanitarian
assistance, with residents and local aid providers
reporting little or no support reaching some of the

worst-affected areas.

In Ayeyarwady Region, flooding and rising river
levels have raised concerns in at least five townships—
Seiktha, Hinthada,

Maubin. Communities along the Ngawun and Toe

Zalun, Ngathaingchaung and
rivers are facing increasingly dangerous conditions.
Despite the worsening situation, residents say rescue

operations and official assistance remain limited.

“Water has entered the town for a week. We don't
know where to shelter. There are no responsible officials.
The water level keeps rising, and we may have to flee to

another township,’ a resident of Ngathaingchaung said.

According to the Institute for Strategy and Policy-
Myanmar (ISP-Myanmar), heavy rains have affected
41 townships across Ayeyarwady, Rakhine, Sagaing,
Mandalay and Bago regions, with an estimated 1.3

million people affected by flooding.

The situation is particularly critical in Sagaing
Region, where 12 townships have reportedly been
experiencing flooding since August 7. Residents in
affected areas say they have received little humanitarian
assistance from either the junta or international

organizations.
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Local sources also report that the junta has
restricted volunteers from delivering aid to flood-
affected communities. In Shwebo, authorities have
reportedly warned that houses could be sealed
if residents provide assistance to flood victims.
Checkpoints at town entrances and exits are also being
used to restrict the movement of aid toward affected

areas.

The restrictions appear to be linked to the junta's
broader effort to prevent food, medicine and other
supplies from reaching areas controlled or influenced
by revolutionary forces. However, the measures are also
leaving civilians caught in the floods without essential

assistance,

Local communities urgently need food, drinking

water, tarpaulins and anti-snake venom, particularly as

Flooding is bad in central Myanmar. | - 3 : “l_u
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flooding forces people from their homes and increases

the risk of snakebites.

With formal

local revolutionary forces and community groups

humanitarian access constrained,

are attempting to respond with limited resources.
Meanwhile, UN agencies and their partners have yet
to establish a visible response in some affected areas,
prompting growing frustration among residents and

activists.

“I would like to ask the UN: are flood-affected
people not considered people in need? There has been
no direct or indirect assistance from the UN. If the
junta does not allow them to enter, they should tell the
international community,” said a political activist based

in Monywa.
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Former Thai Deputy Prime Minister and Foreign Minister Surakiart Sathirathai
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FORMER THAI FOREIGN MINISTER URGES INCLUSIVE
DIALOGUE TO ADDRESS MYANMAR CRISIS, BORDER
PROBLEMS AT CHIANG MAI CONFERENCE

yanmar's economic and social crises and
IVI problems along the Thai-Myanmar border

cannot be resolved without inclusive dialogue
and sustainable peace, former Thai Deputy Prime
Minister and Foreign Minister Surakiart Sathirathai
said in Chiang Mai, Thailand on 14 August.

Speaking at the opening of the 5th International
Conference on Burma/Myanmar Studies (ICBMS5),
Surakiart said Myanmar continues to face conflict,
geopolitical competition, environmental degradation,
migration and displacement, public health concerns,
disruptionto education, and questions over governance,
democracy and human rights.

“"The economic and social problems in Myanmar,
the border problems with Thailand, and the impact on
the region cannot be solved without inclusive dialogue
and sustainable peace in Myanmar,’ he said.

Surakiart urged all sides to consider how an
inclusive political dialogue could take place, saying
such a process should not involve only the Myanmar
military.

“All parties to the conflict should be invited to
present their positions,’ he said.

Surakiart, who is also chairman of the Asian Peace
and Reconciliation Council (APRC) and Chairman of the
Chiang Mai University Council, said his work through
what he described as “quiet diplomacy” had sought to
promote inclusive peace dialogue involving Myanmar
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authorities and more than 40 opposition groups.

He also pointed to a lack of coordination among
different actors trying to mediate Myanmar's conflict.
According to Surakiart, various mediators have been
engaging with different parties but have had limited
opportunities to exchange information and compare
their approaches.

He said quiet diplomacy could be used where
appropriate to build confidence among parties to the
conflict, while also calling for violence on the ground to
be reduced and ultimately brought to an end.

The three-day ICBMS5 is being held at Chiang
Mai University from 14 to 16 August, bringing together
academics, researchers, practitioners and other
participants working on Myanmar and the wider region.

The conference will cover issues including the Thai-
Myanmar border, humanitarian assistance, governance,
migration, armed conflict, China-Myanmar relations,
natural resources and environmental challenges. Its
first plenary session focuses on humanitarian action,
governance, health and regional responses along the
Thai-Myanmar border.

Rare-earth mining and its regional impact will also
feature prominently during the conference, including
discussions on mining governance in Kachin State, the
global clean-energy supply chain, and transboundary
water pollution affecting the region.

WWW.Mmizzima.com
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THAI ACTIVIST LINKS NEW MEKONG MEGA-DAM

TO MYANMAR MINING POLLUTION CRISIS,
DEMANDS ‘NO-GO ZONES’

Deetes called on regional governments to declare

"no-go zones" for mining and dam construction
along the Mekong River and its tributaries, telling a
Chiang Mai University conference on 15 August that
a newly-agreed hydropower project on the Myanmar-
Laos border compounds a mining pollution crisis
already poisoning rivers flowing into Thailand.

Rivers and Rights executive director Pianporn

The call follows a Thailand-Myanmar Terms of
Reference signed on 7 August, witnessed by Thai Prime
Minister Anutin Charnvirakul and Myanmar junta leader
Min Aung Hlaing during the latter's visit to Bangkok.

The agreement sets up a joint working group on
water quality for the Sai and Kok rivers, contaminated
by runoff from unregulated mining in Myanmar's
Shan State, and is set to run for three years. Critics,
including a regional coalition of civil society groups
and members of the Thai Senate, have said the pact
contains no clear measures to regulate mining, identify
polluters or compensate affected communities, and
that a confidentiality clause restricts public access to
the water-monitoring data it collects.

WWwWWw.mizzima.com

August 20, 2026

Beyond the pollution dispute, Myanmar and
Laos agreed on 4 July to a joint feasibility study for a
2,790-megawatt hydropower project straddling the
Mekong's mainstream border, signed during a state visit
by Min Aung Hlaing to Vientiane. If completed, it would
be the largest dam ever built on the river's mainstream
outside China, and the first to span the territory of two
countries.

The rare earth mining fueling much of the regional
tension is concentrated in Kachin State, which supplies
roughly halfthe world's heavy rare earths used in electric
vehicles and wind turbines, and where governance has
shifted from a military-aligned militia to the Kachin
Independence Organisation (KIO), an ethnic armed
group based in northern Myanmar.

Demand for the minerals is intensifying despite the
pollution concerns: India's ambassador to Myanmar,
Abhay Thakur, said in July that bilateral cooperation
on rare earths had "gained significant momentum," as
New Delhi seeks alternatives to China's dominance of
the global supply chain.
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MYANMAR'S IRRAWADDY RIVER AND
NO ONE IS MEASURING IT

has documented Myanmar's mining impact

for over two decades, told an international
conference in Chiang Mai, Thailand that waste from
hundreds of rare earth mines is already flowing into
the Irrawaddy River, while Myanmar has no monitoring
system capable of measuring how far the contamination
has spread.

Zung Ting, a Kachin environmental advocate who

Presenting remotely to a panel on rare earth mining
at the 5th International Conference on Burma Studies,
held 14-16 August, Zung Ting said only one substantive
water study had been carried out in the mining region,
conducted with Naresuan University at sites upstream
near Pangwa and Chipwi. "I'm very sure our Irrawaddy
River is really, really toxic already," he said, an inference
drawn from the volume of chemicals used rather than
from measurement.

Myanmar's rivers carry the same category of waste
over a great distance. The Irrawaddy runs the length
of the country from Kachin State to the Andaman Sea,
and the mining belt sits directly in its headwaters. Zung
Ting said fish populations in streams he knew from
childhood have collapsed to a fraction of their former
diversity, an observation he offered as one of the few
available indicators in the absence of laboratory data.
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Research collated by the Stimson Center found
extremely acidic pH levels and high concentrations
of contaminants in water and soil sampled along the
Irrawaddy in Kachin State, attributed to untreated
mining wastewater and chemical leaks from upstream
operations. Samples taken in 2024 from a creek
downstream of mining sites in Chipwi recorded an
"ultrahigh degree of contamination" by heavy metals
including arsenic, cadmium, manganese, lead and
strontium. What remains unmeasured is how much of
that load reaches Myitkyina, Mandalay and the delta,
where tens of millions of people depend on the river.

The scale of extraction driving the waste has
grown sharply since the February 2021 coup, which
removed what regulatory oversight existed and opened
the border region to Chinese-operated mining. ISP-
Myanmar recorded 514 rare earth mining sites in
Kachin State as of 2023, and satellite analysis has since
counted 451 rare earth mines opened in the Irrawaddy
River Basin over the past decade, with 260 of them
appearing after the coup.

The method used across the region, in-situ
leaching, involves clearing forest, injecting ammonium
sulfate into drilled hillsides and collecting the resulting
solution in open pools, with residue left on site to wash
downstream in the rains.
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Tara Buakamsri

IMPACTS OF RARE EARTH MINING IN

MYANMAR

are earth mining in Myanmar's Kachin State
has expanded rapidly since the 2021 coup and
is now moving into Shan State. The area is
controlled by the ethnic armed organization the Kachin
Independence Organization (KIO), while much of the
extracted material is processed in China for use in
electric vehicles, wind turbines and defense technology.

In this exclusive interview with Mizzima, Tara
Buakamsri, a co-founder of Greenpeace Southeast
Asia and current director of the Bangkok-based Climate
Connectors, talks about where the mining is heading
next, Thailand's role in the supply chain, and why
accountability for the industry keeps falling through the

cracks between Myanmar, China and Thailand.
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Rare earth mining was one of the subjects covered
at the 5th International Conference on Burma Studies
held 14-16 August in Chiang Mai, Thailand.

Mizzima: Your presentation showed rare earth
mining entering a new phase. Which specific areas
should we be watching most closely, Kachin, Shan, or

even across the border in Laos?

Tara Buakamsri: This comes down to outside
statistics. Internationally, the data on rare earth supply
and demand comes from the US Geological Survey
(USGS), which effectively controls the narrative,
deciding which country holds these critical minerals
and in what quantity. USGS updates this data almost
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quarterly, but for Myanmar, rare earth figures are simply
not available.

It's probably the whole of Myanmar, but Kachin and
Shan in particular. Other sources suggest Myanmar's
reserves are much larger than USGS data indicates.
Based on what the previous speaker, Seng Li, presented
on Kachin, mining there may still be expanding, but not
by much — the scale in Kachin has already reached
saturation. That's why we're seeing the wave of new
rare earth mining move from Kachin to Shan, and
further down into Laos. Recent satellite imagery and
documentation from people on the ground suggest rare
earth mining in Shan State has much more potential
and will expand significantly in the near future — it

could compensate for what's happening in Kachin.

On the

Organization (KIO) has introduced better rules: if

regulation, Kachin  Independence
companies want to expand rare earth mining further,
they need to follow at least some regulation, weak or
strong. In Shan State, there is nothing at this stage,
it's similar to how Kachin looked on the very first day
of its own rare earth expansion years ago. Looking
further ahead, the International Energy Agency (IEA)
projects Laos will be next, growing its rare earth
mining significantly by 2030 to 2040. But these are only
projections; we need to keep monitoring, because the
situation shifts depending on what's happening on the

ground.

Mizzima: What evidence do you have that Thailand
is part of the rare earth supply chain, not just affected

by the pollution, but actually receiving material?

Tara Buakamsri: When it comes to rare earth,
especially heavy rare earth, | don't think Thailand is

receiving rare earth oxide from Shan State directly
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across the border at this point, simply because
Thailand doesn't have an industrial-scale rare earth
processing facility of its own. Thailand does have
a facility that processes rare earth products from
Malaysia, from the Lynas Rare Earths company, based
in Malaysia. Rare earth from Australia ends up being
processed there, and then Thailand imports some
of the resulting products, not the initial rare earth
material, but secondary products for companies here
that manufacture magnets, which are then exported to
China or Japan. So, if rare earth oxide from Myanmar
or Shan State does cross the border, where it ends up
is unclear, because Thailand doesn't have industrial-

scale processing of its own.

Mizzima: Can you name specific companies or
trace the trade route? Where exactly is this material

coming from and going to?

Tara Buakamsri: Let me start with the river impact.
The Kok River runs from Shan State into Thailand, and
Thailand is a recipient of toxic pollution from mining
activity in and around southern Shan State. As far
as we know, Thailand doesn't currently sit inside the
rare earth supply chain from Myanmar, because most
of that material is exported to China. But if Thailand
moves ahead with plans to invest in its own rare earth
processing, it's likely that material will come from Shan
State.

Mizzima: Where do you see the biggest
accountability gap on this issue?

Tara Buakamsri: Part of it comes down to the
instability in Kachin and Shan. China has significant
investment influence there, but says the impacts in
Shan or Kachin have nothing to do with them, which
means China's claimed rare earth traceability system
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isn't really true. Once rare earth elements cross the
border into China, it's like a "coffee grinder": you lose
the original form and origin entirely. China's traceability
system exists mainly to control its own quotas, exports
and quantities, and Beijing uses rare earth as a trade
negotiation tool it restricts quotas to other countries,

and everyone else scrambles in response.

Thatleaves a gap. On one side is China's traceability
system; on the other, the EU's. Various industries tied to
critical minerals and rare earth are trying to build their
own systems to trace where a magnet or an EV battery
originally came from — but the gap runs straight
through Kachin, Shan, Laos and Thailand.

Bridging that gap means working from the "outside
in." It's not realistic to track one mine at a time, or
take river water samples in Thailand year after year,
without a broader solution. We need a platform, |
don't have much hope for one right now, but it needs
to be a multilateral platform that can show the world
what's happening in Kachin and Shan, and what that
means for northern Thailand, particularly around two
heavy rare earths: dysprosium and terbium. These feed
directly into the global clean energy transition. We care
about that transition, but we don't care enough about
what's happening in Shan, Kachin and Thailand to get
it.

Mizzima: Looking ahead, what do you expect over
the next five years?

Tara Buakamsri: It depends on structural reformin
Myanmar, on whether the military junta moves toward
being more open or democratic, which | don't see
happening right now. Myanmar's internal politics are
too complex for that. If there is some kind of reform, it

would open room for more regulatory frameworks not
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necessarily from Naypyidaw, but potentially from the
Kachin Independence Organization or Shan groups,
to regulate mining and build bargaining power against
China. To achieve that balance, we have to work
"outside in" at the international level not to make China
lose face, but to help Beijing recognize that rare earth
mining's impact on Thailand is also its problem, not
something it can ignore. We'll see where things stand

in five years.

Mizzima: What's your message for the Myanmar
junta and for the ethnic armed organizations who has

responsible for this issue?

Tara Buakamsri: For the military junta, they have
to take responsibility. Thailand and Myanmar have a
bilateral Terms of Reference (TOR) on transboundary
water pollution, but it's little more than paper. Both
countries need a more ambitious, concrete plan to
address water pollution originating in Shan State
and reaching Chiang Rai and northern Thailand. But
because the Myanmar government doesn't actually
control Shan or Kachin, that bilateral TOR means very
little.

Re-engaging with ASEAN or the wider international
community is difficult under these conditions, and
| don't have much hope for the current Myanmar
government to address this - it's a dictatorship, not a
democracy. The only real path forward is for the whole
of Myanmar to re-engage in a way that lets the Kachin
Independence Organization or Shan ethnic groups
"race to the top” building better regulatory frameworks
and traceability and using those resources to improve
the global supply chain. It's challenging, but | think it's

the only way.
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CAN NEW RARE EARTH RULES REALLY REIN
IN CHINESE MINERS IN KACHIN STATE?

State has brought growing environmental
damage, land disputes, labour rights violations
and harm to local residents' livelihoods.

The expansion of rare earth mining across Kachin

The Kachin Independence Organization (KIO), an
ethnic armed organization whose military wing is the
Kachin Independence Army (KIA), has managed rare
earth mining more systematically since late 2025. But
gaps remain in enforcement, environmental protection,
labour rights and revenue transparency, according to
Kachin researcher Seng Li.

Mizzima spoke exclusively with Seng Li about
rare earth mining governance in Kachin State, KIO's
regulations, local communities’ role in decision-
making, revenue from the mining sector, and the risk
that extraction could expand into Shan State and other
regions.

Mizzima — You have said KIO's rare earth mining
regulations have gotten stricter since late 2025. What
has actually changed on the ground?

Seng Li — There have been improvements,
especially since the KIO issued its administrative
regulations.

For example, drug use and gambling used to be
widespread social problems around mining sites. Since
KIO issued the regulations, its police and administrative
bodies have enforced them more effectively, and the
improvement is now clearly visible.

Tax collection linked to rare earth mining has also
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become more transparent than before.

KIO-KIA has also assighed immigration oversight
in these areas, and now manages the entry and exit
of foreigners, including Chinese nationals, more
effectively than before.

Mizzima — Why have you focused your research
on land and environmental issues?

Seng Li — Kachin State is extremely rich in natural
resources. But when resources are extracted without
proper management, a great many people in Kachin
State suffer the resulting environmental damage.

| myself am from Hpakant, a jade-mining region.
Growing up, | witnessed the environmental damage
caused by resource extraction and its impact on
families' lives. | also personally saw friends of mine lose
their lives to drug use. That's why | later prioritized land
and environmental damage issues among the many
problems facing Kachin State.

Mizzima — You said that even though regulations
now exist, implementation remains weak. Why do you
think that is?

Seng Li — The fact that regulations have been
established at all can be considered progress.

| conducted a study on rare earth mining
management in 2024, At that time, the governance
system lacked transparency, showed excessive
favouritism toward mining operators, and disregarded
local communities. There were also many land disputes
and losses.
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But by 2025, this management system had become
more organized and structured. That's an improvement.

At the same time, some parts still aren't being fully
implemented. One reason may simply be that only
about a year has passed since the regulations began.

Another factor is that KIO is also fighting battles on
the front lines. Insufficient staffing and technical gaps
needed to properly regulate mining are also limiting
factors.

Mizzima — Are there cases of mining companies
violating the regulations, or being penalized for it?

Seng Li — As far as we've been able to monitor,
companies have generally complied well with the rules
on taxes and mining-site applications.

But on the ground, we're still seeing labour rights
violations and breaches of environmental protection
standards.

Looking at KIO's response, there are still shortfalls
in fully protecting workers and effectively enforcing
environmental measures.

Forexample, adispute broke out between operators
over a mining plot in Chipwe. Regulations require
that applications for rare earth mining plots include
an endorsement from the local village administration
committee.

When the dispute arose, KIO went back and
reviewed the village committee's position and how the
operator had proceeded since first filing the application.

That can be described as progress in enforcement.

Mizzima — Regulations require mining operators
to post a deposit of 500,000 yuan (approximately
$74,000). Have there been cases where this deposit
was seized for violating the rules?

Seng Li — | don't yet have access to detailed
information to study that closely. So how that's being
managed is something we still need to look into further.

Sofar, | haven't heard of any case where the deposit
was seized.

But under the mining management regulations,
operators are required to post a 500,000-yuan
(approximately $74,000) deposit. The rules state that if
operators fail to meet their obligation to rehabilitate the
site after mining, the KIlO is to seize that deposit.

Mizzima — Is it known how the KIO manages the
tax revenue it collects from rare earth mining, and
where that money is spent?

Seng Li — We don't know the details.
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Looking at the mining regulations, we know that
the KIO's economic department manages mining
permits and its tax department collects taxes in an
organized way.

But there's no public disclosure of what proportion
of that revenue is spent on infrastructure, public health
services, its armed forces, or other sectors. That makes
it difficult for us to obtain that information as well.

Mizzima — When new mining permits are granted,
do local residents have a role in the decision-making
process?

Seng Li — Looking at the entire application
process, the KIO's central economic department is the
body that grants final approval.

Under the regulations, three categories of operators
can apply: first, foreign companies recognized by the
KIO; second, local business owners; and third, local
residents themselves, who can also apply for mining
permits.

Applications must include an Environmental
Impact Assessment (EIA) as well as the consent
and endorsement of the local village administration
committee.

But the final decision on whether to grant approval
rests with the KIO's central economic department.

Mizzima — India also appears to be showing more
interest in Kachin State's rare earth sector than before.
What activity are you actually seeing on the ground?

Seng Li — I've seen more instances of the Indian
side reaching out to Kachin civil society organizations.

But since authority over rare earth mining rests
with the KIO, any cooperation or discussions between
KIO and the Indian government are beyond our reach
to observe. So that's something | can't speak to.

But my understanding is that India has increased
its dialogue and research engagement with Kachin
civil society organizations (CSOs).

Mizzima — If rare earth mining expands from
Kachin State into Shan State and other regions, could
the problems seen in Kachin happen there too?

Seng Li — The main problems we're seeing in
rare earth mining areas are damage to livelihoods,
landslides, health problems and other social issues.

As for whether these same problems, already
occurring in Kachin State, could happen in other
regions too — | believe they will keep happening
without proper, systematic advance planning.
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DELVING INTO FORCED LABOURIN SCAM
COMPOUNDS IN THE BADLANDS OF MYANMAR'S
KAYIN STATE

uch of the illegal scam centre activity that takes
place in Myanmar goes on unseen behind high

IVI walls in compounds in the “badlands” of this

crisis-ridden country.

This is the case in Payathonzu, an easy to ignore
neighbourhood in Kayin State, territory that is torn
between the ethnic armed organizations (EAO) and
the Myanmar military junta, the latter currently clothed
in civilian garb and claiming it is working to tackle the
scourge of scam centres.

Recently, the Myanmar Justice & Empowerment
Network (MJEN) published its “Forced Labor Enclaves
and Online Scam Compounds in Payathonzu” report,
which came out on May 18, 2026 and is worthy of
attention.

Described as a public advocacy document and
evidence dossier, the report focuses on the Payathonzu
area of Kayin State and seeks to document alleged
human-rights violations, human trafficking and online
forced-labour operations along Myanmar's border
regions.
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MJEN says the report is intended to provide
international humanitarian organizations, civil-society
networks and European policymakers with evidence
that can support coordinated efforts to protect
vulnerable people trapped inside the compounds.

The report’s central concern is the existence of
guarded facilities that MJEN characterizes as “forced-
labour and online-scam compounds” It argues that
their location along border infrastructure corridors is
significant because such areas can provide criminal
networks with access to regional communications
systems while making the facilities more difficult for
conventional international humanitarian organizations
to monitor. According to the report, the geographic
position of these facilities allows non-state criminal
networks to exploit communications infrastructure
while remaining relatively hidden from traditional
oversight mechanisms - much of the abuse going on
behind closed doors.

To document the suspected facilities, MJEN says
it combined public open-source information with
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Geographic Information Systems (GIS) analysis. The
organization mapped localized facility clusters and
village-tract boundaries in the Payathonzu region using
the EPSG:32647 coordinate standard, corresponding
to WGS 84 / UTM Zone 47N.

The resulting GIS map is presented as a geographic
reference showing the distribution of identified hubs
and their relationship to surrounding administrative
areas. MJEN presents this mapping work as part of
an effort to create geographically precise evidence
that can be used by humanitarian and human-rights
organizations for further investigation and verification
- given the international drive currently underway by
regional and worldwide authorities to crack down on
this profitable and disruptive illegal industry.

The report supplements the geographic analysis
with what MJEN describes as localized on-site visual
documentation. Its field documentation teams collected
photographs intended to assess living and working
conditions inside the guarded centers. MJEN says
these images show heavy fencing, restricted-access
gates and specialized guard facilities. The organization
interprets these physical characteristics as evidence of
a high degree of movement restriction and says that
the infrastructure structurally impedes workers from
freely leaving the facilities.

The documentation is further supported by
geographic index points recorded in UTM and Military
Grid Reference System formats. MJEN identifies
the wunderlying dataset as “TPP_Tactical_Points_
Log_2026" and says the coordinates have been indexed
to facilitate international human-rights verification.

The report includes a series of documentation
points, together with a designated “Compound Area
A-1" identified as a high-priority compound location.
The listed points contain MGRS references and UTM
Easting and Northing coordinates, with field-log
annotations indicating that the locations were recorded
through MJEN's documentation process.

Satellite imagery also forms part of the report’s
evidentiary presentation. MJEN refers to high-resolution
satellite intelligence imagery showing localized
compound clusters and key operational hubs that it
associates with “regional non-state armed actors’
The report places this imagery alongside strategic
military and operational grid mapping and raw field
documentation logs. Taken together, these materials
are intended to provide multiple forms of geographic
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evidence rather than relying solely on written testimony
or photographic observations.

MJEN also emphasizes the protection of those
involved in gathering the evidence. It states that visual
materials were scrubbed of metadata in accordance
with international protection standards and to preserve
the anonymity of local human-rights defenders involved
in the collection process. This reflects the security
risks faced by local documentation teams operating in
conflict-affected border areas.

The report concludes with recommendations
directed particularly toward the European Union,
German ministries and allied non-governmental
organizations.

MJEN calls for stronger corporate supply-chain
audits and enforcement of Germany's Supply Chain
Due Diligence Act to help ensure that European
telecommunications and technology components
do not inadvertently support remote facilities
involved in these activities. It also recommends
technical-development grants for local human-rights
documentation teams so they can expand their use
of GIS and open-source information to identify and
document trafficking networks.

Finally, MIJEN calls for greater multilateral
diplomatic engagement, including stronger cross-
border telecommunications regulation by neighbouring
states, with the aim of preventing internet connectivity
from being provided to unverified border industrial
parks.

Overall, the report presents Payathonzu as an
important area for further international scrutiny of
alleged forced labour, trafficking and online-scam
operations. Its approach combines GIS mapping,
field photography, satellite imagery and geographic
coordinate records to identify suspected facilities and
document their physical characteristics.

MJEN's broader argument is that documenting
these compounds is only one part of the response:
international organizations, governments, technology
companies and local civil-society groups must also
cooperate to improve verification, restrict infrastructure
that may facilitate the compounds, strengthen supply-
chain accountability and protect vulnerable people
and local investigators. The report therefore seeks to
turn localized documentation into a basis for wider
international advocacy and policy action.
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27 CIVILIANS KILLED IN
SIX DAYS OF MYANMAR
JUNTA AIRSTRIKES IN
RAKHINE AND CHIN
STATES

yanmar junta forces carried out repeated
IVI airstrikes on civilian villages and wards in
Rakhine and Chin states between 8 and 13
August, killing 27 civilians including young children in

Gwa, Thandwe, Ann, Ponnagyun, and Sami townships,
with many more injured.

On 13 August, a junta jet fighter dropped two
bombs on residential wards along Metta Paung Ku
Road in Ward (1), Kyeintali town, Gwa Township, killing
eight people, according to the Arakan Army (AA). Two
children, aged seven and 12, were among the dead.

Later that day, around 9:00 PM, a jet fighter dropped
four bombs on Kaing Khun village in Gwa Township.
No civilian casualties were reported, but seven homes
were destroyed.

In Thandwe Township, a bombing raid on Kyaukkyi
village just after 1:00 PM on 10 August has left at least
16 civilians dead and 18 injured, according to the latest
available reports.

At 11:25 PM on 12 August, a 15-minute airstrike hit
Ward (2) in Sami town, killing a 16-year-old girl on the
spot. Her parents and three brothers, along with four
nearby residents, were among nine people injured in
the attack.

At 7:30 AM on 11 August, two bombs were dropped
near the entrance to Ponnagyun town, wounding
19-year-old Ma Htwe Sein and 13-year-old student Ma
Thandar Htike, both struck by shrapnel in their legs.
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At 9:30 PM on 8 August, a bomb struck a carport
and house in Talaing Taung village, Ann Township,
killing Daw Ma Lay Nge, 67, and Maung Maung Nyan,
23. Three others were injured, and five motorcycles
were destroyed.

Commenting on the pattern of nighttime airstrikes,
one military analyst said the junta appears to be
deliberately timing attacks for when civilians are
asleep. "This is not how you wage a battle — it is a tactic
designed to instill fear and psychologically break down
the civilian population. Using overwhelming air power
to deliberately target civilians is a blatant violation of
international humanitarian law," the analyst said.

Separately, fighting between junta forces and the
AA s intensifying in Kyaukphyu Township. The junta, via
Light Infantry Battalions (542) and (543), is continuously
reinforcing hundreds of troops toward Police Battalion
(32) and Malikyun village. Military tensions between
the two sides remain high near Minpyin, Zin Chaung,
and the naval post near Taung Maw Oo in Kyaukphyu
Township, with the front line expanding.

An unnamed military source told Mizzima: "Fighting
is very intense on both sides near the Taung Maw Oo
naval post and around Minpyin and Zin Chaung. The
junta is suffering heavy losses, so they're sending
in reinforcements at least two military trucks a day,
without a break. We've also seen gyrocopters massing
near the airport."

On11August,aChinesedrone-technical assistance
team reportedly arrived at Kyaukphyu Airport and has
set up a base there, converting the airport into an air-
force-style facility in preparation for expanded drone
operations.

A military analyst said: "As the junta suffers heavier
losses and its manpower is depleted on the ground, it's
increasingly relying on airstrikes and drone technology.
But because these attacks are systematically targeting
civilians and villages that are not military targets, this
constitutes a blatant war crime."

As thejuntaincreases its air and naval attacks, local
Rakhine authorities have urged residents to remain
more vigilant than ever about the dangers posed by
both air and sea attacks.
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AROUND 10,000 DISPLACED IN PHAUNGBYIN
AS MYANMAR MILITARY FLOTILLA MOVES UP
THE CHINDWIN RIVER

Sagaing Region, have fled their homes due to a

military flotilla moving upriver on the Chindwin
River, accompanied by airstrikes, according to local
sources.

Q round 10,000 residents of Phaungbyin Township,

Residents began fleeing on the morning of 14
August at around 9:00 AM. The flotilla includes 27 flat-
bottom cargo boats carrying mostly jade and timber
and three military vessels, according to local sources.

"Villages on both banks of the river have had to
evacuate in advance. Jet fighters are also providing
security escort for the convoy. The boats are firing
heavy weapons continuously," said a member of the
Phaungbyin Township People's Administration Team.

During the operation, junta forces carried out three
airstrikes using two jet fighters near Thinga and Khawe
villages, while a Mi-35 attack helicopter from Homalin
Airbase has been conducting airstrikes on Laik Pantha
village.

WWWw.mizzima.com

August 20, 2026

"We were already hit by flooding, and now we
have to flee again because of the fighting. Even getting
around means wading through mud. Some of the
children have fallen ill. We're sheltering under trees in
the forest," said a displaced resident of Phaungbyin.

Due to the junta's naval flotilla and airstrikes, more
than 10,000 residents from villages including Nan Maw
Laik, Myoma, Thazi, Kayar, Kone Taung, Kone Tay, Yay
Auk Taung, Maw Pa Lin, Hae Nim, In Paut, Kan Htu
Chaung, and Sanga in Phaungbyin Township have
been forced to flee their homes.

On 11 August, junta heavy artillery fire from Shwe
Bo Nan Pwint Taung, Phaungbyin Township, struck
three civilians in Minyar village. One woman was killed.
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OVER 40 SCHOOLS CLOSED

IN NANYUN TOWNSHIP,
DEPRIVING CHILDREN OF
EDUCATION: ENWA SURVEY

ver 40 schools in Nanyun Township of the Naga
Self-Administered Zone in Sagaing Region have
closed, depriving local children of educational

opportunities, according to a survey conducted by the
Eastern Naga Women's Association (ENWA).

The survey, conducted over three months prior to
the current academic year, reveals that while over 20
schools failed to open last year, the number of closed
schools and affected villages has risen significantly this
year among Nanyun's 110 schools.

"Teacher shortages affect not only Nanyun but the
entire Naga region. Some primary schools teaching
up to Grade 5 are running with just a single teacher. It
functions more like a Day Care centre than an actual
school," an ENWA official told Mizzima.

Respondents cited conflict, security instability,
teacher shortages, poor infrastructure, transport
difficulties, and economic hardships as key factors
hindering school operations, ENWA noted.

With schools in some villages closed for over four
years, many children have either dropped out or never
attended school, threatening long-term literacy and
educational development.

Educational disruption has led to rising illiteracy,
academic delays, child labour, early marriage, drug
abuse, and recruitment into armed groups.
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The ENWA official stated that while those
governing Myanmar bear primary responsibility for
ensuring children’s education, local community leaders
and parents also share this responsibility too.

ENWA urged the immediate provision of safe
learning spaces, teaching materials, practical
alternative education, and material support.

The association pledged to continue assisting with
children's educational needs and conducting ongoing
data collection regarding regional conditions.

Dr. Einwei Seingnyu, a Naga literature and
culture scholar, warned Mizzima that this widespread
educational deprivation threatens future human
resources.

"With children out of school and youth working to
support families, this prolonged deprivation is highly
alarming. ENWA's study serves as an early warning. We
must consider what kind of human resources we will
have in five to ten years," she said.

Prolonged closures also risk erasing distinct
indigenous mother tongues, folklore, and cultural
heritage, she added.

She advocated for regional education policies that
balance modern education with traditional indigenous
knowledge.

To improve access, she recommended establishing
community-based temporary schools and learning
centres, training local teachers, and utilizing offline
learning tools—such as phones, tablets, SD cards, audio
lessons, books, and radio—due to internet limitations.

She also suggested tailored curricula for overaged
or illiterate children, raising awareness to prevent child
labour, and providing livelihood support to families.

Educational disruption traps communities in cycles
of poverty, fuels brain drain, and erodes cultural and
national identities.

"A child's lost education impacts the human
resources of the entire community. Without urgent
intervention, this prolonged closure will lead to a severe
future human resource crisis," Dr. Einwei Seingnyu
warned.

She emphasized the wurgent need for a
comprehensive educational strategy that goes beyond
rebuilding school structures to incorporate emergency/
alternative education, catch-up programs, and local
teacher training.
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YOUTH GROUPS JOINTLY CALL FOR END OF
MYANMAR MILITARY DICTATORSHIP AND
CONSTRUCTION OF A FEDERAL DEMOCRACY

n International Youth Day, 15 youth
organizations in Myanmar issued a joint
statement calling for the recognition of youth

voices and their meaningful participation, and urging

cooperation to end the military dictatorship once and

for all and build a federal democratic union.

The joint statement, released on 12 August, urged:
"Let us fight the evil system with the collective strength
of the oppressed youth and march together toward a

federal democratic future."

The joint statement was co-issued by 15 youth
organizations, including the Lisu Youth Council (LYC),
Students and Youth Congress of Burma (SYCB),
National Youth Congress (NYC), the Youth Affairs

Department of the Interim Karenni State Executive
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Council (DoYA), and the Union of Karenni State Youth
(UKSY).

The statement said that just as student youth in
Myanmar have historically opposed injustices and
participated in nation-building, they have also been
resisting and revolting against the 2021 military coupin
various ways. Youth are actively participating in various
sectors to build a future federal democratic union
based on national equality, federalism, democracy, and

human rights, the groups said.

Following the coup, young people have faced
the loss of educational freedom and employment
opportunities, forced conscription including being
press-ganged or used as porters restrictions on access

to information and communication, and physical and
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psychological trauma, the youth groups said. Political
and military conflict, along with the expansion of
the drug trade, have worsened survival and security
conditions for youth, they added, leading to forced
migration both internally and abroad, as well as human
trafficking.

The statement urged domestic and international
revolutionary forces and organizations to collaborate
on solutions to issues affecting youth, including
forced conscription, educational disruption, and
lack of employment opportunities. It also called on
revolutionary forces to refrain from forcibly recruiting
youth and to resolve inter-group conflicts through

dialogue, negotiation, and partnership.

The youth groups said that since young people are a
vital force in nation-building, their voices, perspectives,
and meaningful participation must be recognized. They
said armed organizations must be under democratic
civilian oversight, and expressed support for ending
military dictatorship and building a federal democratic
union based on democracy, human rights, national
equality, and self-determination. The groups declared
opposition to any form of dictatorship and pledged to
cooperate with democratic and revolutionary forces
and alliances genuinely fighting to permanently end

military dictatorship.

The statement called on leading revolutionary
groups to strengthen political leadership based on
public trust, transparency, and accountability, and
to cooperate with mutual recognition. It urged them

to resolve differences and conflicts through dialogue
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and negotiation rather than violence, and to guarantee
the

future federal democratic union. Armed and security

meaningful youth participation in building
organizations were urged to respect human rights and
international humanitarian law, prioritize minimizing
civilian casualties, and refrain from forcibly conscripting

youth.

Interim administrative bodies, local administrative
mechanisms, and local leaders were urged to establish
transparent and accountable governance systems
based on public participation, and to effectively enforce
the rule of law and public services. The statement also
called on them to carry out taxation and financial
management transparently, strengthen grievance and
feedback mechanisms for the public, and implement
rehabilitation programs for youth affected during the
revolutionary period. Civil society organizations and
media were urged to conduct awareness activities to
reduce ethnic conflict, hate speech, misinformation,
and discrimination, and to promote digital literacy,

peace, and human rights education.

The United Nations, ASEAN, democratic nations,
and the international community were requested
to scale up political, diplomatic, humanitarian, and
development support to forces striving to dismantle
military dictatorship once and for all, transition to
federal democracy, and achieve peace, freedom, and

justice in Myanmar.
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WFP LAUNCHES FLOODING AND FORTIFIED \
BISCUIT RESPONSE IN MYANMAR

(WFP) has launched an emergency response in

Myanmar as monsoon floods threaten to push
vulnerable communities deeper into hunger, according
to a press release 13 August.

The United Nations World Food Programme

The response has begun with distribution of
fortified biscuits - a ready -to-eat food that contains
essential energy and nutrients - in Laymyethna
Township, Ayeyarwady Region, where heavy rainfall
since 30 July has breached river embankments and
flooded villages and wards.

Rapid assessments from Laymyethna indicate
that more than 32,000 people across 98 villages and
five wards have been affected. WFP has dispatched
20 metric tons of fortified biscuits to local partners
supporting flood-affected communities in Ayeyarwady
Region. The assistance is sufficient to reach 10,000
people and distributions are currently underway.

“Flooding is a recurring threat, but this year it is
impacting communities already battered by multiple
underlying crises,’ said Michael Dunford, WFP
Representative and Country Director in Myanmar.
“Families who were already struggling to put food on
the table are now facing flooded homes, damaged

WWWw.mizzima.com

August 20, 2026

crops, contaminated water sources and disrupted
markets. WFP is moving quickly to provide immediate
food assistance, but the situation could deteriorate fast
if floodwaters persist.’

The full impact of the floods nationwide is still
being established , but they are hitting Myanmar as the
country grapples with a severe humanitarian crisis . An
estimated 12.4 million people are experiencing hunger
as families struggle under the combined impact of
conflict, displacement, economic hardship, high food
prices and repeated shocks.

WFP is monitoring the evolving impact of the
floods and assessing further needs across all affected
states and regions. Based on assessment findings,
access conditions and available resources, WFP stands
ready to scale up food assistance where needs are the
greatest.

Sustained access and urgent funding are critical
to ensure affected families can be reached quickly
and to prevent an already severe hunger crisis from
worsening.
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SAGAING FLOOD RELIEF TEAMS BLOCKED
AND RESTRICTED BY MYANMAR MILITARY
JUNTA FORCES

ocal sources report that aid workers attempting

to provide relief to flood victims in Sagaing

Region, who are suffering from the double
impact of conflict and flooding, are facing obstruction,
blockades, and threats from Myanmar junta forces.

Civil society relief groups are reportedly being
threatened not only at checkpoints, including the
Sagaing (Yadanabon) Bridge checkpoint, but also

during summoned meetings.

An official from the Shwebo Township People's
Defense Force (PDF) said: "The military forces are
threatening and blocking people at the Sagaing
Hnapauk and Ayeyarwady Bridge checkpoints. Relief
teams are only permitted to travel to Madaya and junta-
controlled villages near Sagaing town. The Shwebo
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District Police Chief has also threatened those intending
to provide flood relief from the town, stating that their
homes will be sealed off as it constitutes supporting

terrorism."

"Relief aid is completely inadequate. Although the
NUG, PDFs, and local civil society groups are helping,
they have to operate amidst military blockades, which
presents immense challenges," said a volunteer

assisting the flood victims.

The flood-affected areas in Sagaing Region are
currently zones of intense military conflict between
junta troops and allied revolutionary forces. These
areas have frequently suffered junta airstrikes and face
military-imposed restrictions on transporting food, fuel,

medicine, and basic consumer goods.
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Pro-junta propaganda Telegram channels have also
disseminated disinformation regarding the Sagaing
flood relief, claiming that people are gathering to rob

aid workers and that mines are being planted.

"The rescue volunteers haven't even gone yet, but
crowds are already gathering to rob them, and mines
are being planted along the way before the military,
police, and firefighters arrive. If you really want to help
instead of just talking big online, and if your intentions
are genuine, tell the PDFs you support to personally
request aid from the nearest military battalions. Just
don't bring guns along," wrote Ba Nyunt, a pro-military
propaganda Telegram channel.

Due to heavy rainfall since 4 August, excess water
from the Thaphanseik Reservoir, Kintat Diversion Weir,
and Kabo Dam has been discharged into the Mu River.
Combined with rising river levels, this has triggered

severe flooding along the Mu River and its tributaries.

Flooding currently affects townships along the Mu
River and its tributaries, including Taze, Ye-U, Khin-U,
Depayin, Kanbalu, Kyunhla, Shwebo, Ayadaw, Kawlin,
Wetlet, Myinmu, Banmauk, and Sagaing town. Tens
of thousands of residents and internally displaced
persons (IDPs) urgently require relief assistance.

On 13 August, because the Thaphanseik Dam
exceeded its holding capacity and rains persisted, all
spillway gates were opened. As these waters will soon
reach the lower Mu River, Kabo Dam, and Kintat Dam,
warnings are being broadcast viacommunication radios
and social media, urging residents near the riverbanks
below the Thaphanseik Dam and its tributaries to

remain vigilant and evacuate to safer areas.
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"Since this is the second water release, | urge
citizens not to be careless and to evacuate beforehand
to ensure their safety," the Shwebo PDF official added.

Approximately 200 villages along the banks of the
Mu River and its tributaries are flooded, including, 21
villages and 18 villages in Depayin Township, 19 villages
in western Khin-U, 15 villages in western Wetlet, 14
villages in Kanbalu, 20 villages in Taze, urban wards
and over 50 villages in Ye-U, and about 20 villages in
Shwebo.

According to NUG data and local sources, flooding
in Sagaing Region between 6 and 12 August claimed a
total of 23 lives eight in Depayin, one in Shwebo, one in
Khin-U, one in Wetlet, eight in Kyunhla, three in Kawlin,
two in Taze, and one in Kanbalu. Two local residents

from Kawlin Township remain missing.

With massive relief requirements in Sagaing, the
National Unity Government (NUG) and the Sagaing
Federal Unit, an interim administration formed in
November 2025 by NLD lawmakers ousted in the
2021 coup, have jointly formed the Joint Emergency

Response Committee (JERC).

Heavy rainfall nationwide has pushed rivers and
streams above danger levels, causing flooding in low-
lying areas near waterways across Myanmar, not only
in Sagaing.
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YANGON DIARRHEA OUTBREAKKILLS ONE, .
NEARLY 200 UNDER TREATMENT

man has died and nearly 200 patients are
receiving medical treatment amid a diarrhea
outbreak spreading in Yangon, according to

the Yangon Region quasi-civilian military Junta.

"A dedicated ward has been opened at the general
hospital to treat diarrhea patients. There are many
patients. Inspections are also being conducted in the
neighbourhoods and homes of those affected," said an

official from a Yangon-based social rescue association.

The

administration told military-controlled media that 28

Yangon Region quasi-civilian military
diarrhea patients were admitted to Yangon General
Hospital between 9 and 10 August, with an additional

70 admitted on 11 August. Among them, a 92-year-old
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man died, while eight recovered patients have been
discharged.

An additional 84 patients arrived on 12 August.
As of 13 August, 54 cases have tested positive for the

diarrhea pathogen, according to the administration.

The patients are from Lanmadaw, Latha, Pabedan,
and Kyauktada townships, downtown Yangon areas
that are highly crowded with numerous street food
vendors.

The junta has not yet released information
regarding the exact cause of the outbreak. Joint teams
are currently inspecting food and water safety in the

affected townships, and street food vendors in these
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townships have reportedly been ordered to suspend

operations for five days.

Due to the high volume of patients at Yangon
General Hospital, treatment is being administered in
the emergency and observation wards. Some news
outlets reported that the outpatient department (OPD)

will be temporarily closed starting on 13 August.

"It seems the outbreak started after the heavy rains
and floods in Yangon. Also, there have been complaints
about a rusty smell in the water from the Gyobyu
reservoir lately. We will only know the actual cause
once the authorities issue an official statement," said a

resident of Lanmadaw.

A Yangon-based doctor urged the public to be
cautious with food and drinking water amid the rising
cases. "The most critical step is to boil drinking water
thoroughly. Also, avoid street food exposed to flies
for the time being. If diarrhea occurs, oral rehydration
salts (ORS) should be taken immediately. However, if
symptoms worsen, it is best to go to a clinic or hospital

immediately," the doctor said.

Separately, unconfirmed reports have circulated
on social media regarding African Swine Fever (ASF)
outbreaks and pig deaths in Yangon and other regions,
unrelated to the human diarrhea outbreak. ASF affects
only pigs and cannot infect humans, whether through
contact or consumption of properly cooked pork. One
viral social media post warned: "Be cautious with pork.
| heard that many large pig farms have collapsed in
Yangon and major cities due to an African Swine Fever
(ASF) outbreak." Mizzima could not independently
verify this claim.
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A female resident from Thaketa said: "l noticed that
pork prices in the market have dropped compared to
before. | didn't ask why. Since there is also a diarrhea
outbreak right now, it is best to be extremely careful

with whatever we eat."

Severe diarrhea, or cholera, is a highly acute iliness
transmitted through the ingestion of contaminated
food or water, according to a statement by the Ministry
of Health of the National Unity Government (NUG). The
ministry said cholera causes severe, sudden watery
diarrhea and can lead to death within hours if left
untreated.

Most infected individuals shed the bacteria in their
feces for one to ten days after infection while remaining
asymptomatic, continuing to release the pathogen into
the environment and infect others, the ministry said.
Symptoms typically appear between 12 hours and five
days after ingestion; only a minority of infected people
develop severe, sudden watery diarrhea leading to
acute dehydration.

To prevent cholera, the NUG Ministry of Health has
urged the public to practice strict personal hygiene,
ensure thorough food preparation, and consume clean

drinking water.
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‘SAVE MYANMAR' ON TOKYO
STREETS, AND THOSE
WHOSE GOODWILL WAS
QUESTIONED

n front of Otsuka Station, one of the busiest hubs
in Tokyo, Japan, a group of people is collecting
donations.

"We are the Myanmar nationals who always collect
donations here. Thank you for your constant warmth
and kindness toward the Myanmar people. This time,
we would like to request aid for Kumamoto. Please
support Kumamoto with everyone's strength," a voice
speaking in accented Japanese echoed.

They are raising funds for those affected by the
earthquake that struck Kumamoto Prefecture on
Kyushu Island in southwestern Japan on 28 July, which
has killed more than 34 people.

Since 8 August, the group has been collecting
donations for a few hours daily, receiving contributions
from both Japanese passersby and Myanmar nationals,
a testament to mutual support between the citizens of
both nations.

However, this goodwill was unexpectedly met with
online backlash and hostility.

On 9 August, a video emerged on "Buzz News," a
right-wing YouTube channel in Japan known for anti-
foreigner sentiment and hate speech. Under sensational
headlines like "Foreign Scammers" and "Profiteering
off the Kumamoto Earthquake," the video launched a
targeted attack, triggering intense backlash against the
Myanmar fundraising group.
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The fundraising group includes Japanese citizen
Hoshi Hirosuke, also known as Ko Kyet Yoe, a retired
Japanese schoolteacher, and another female teacher.
Representing the Myanmar side are Ko Yaw Lu Lay and
members of the Yaw Foundation, a Myanmar-focused
advocacy group, alongside U Myint Swe, president of
the Federation of Workers' Unions of Burmese Citizens
(FWUBC).

"We have always received donations from the
Japanese people. This time, we wanted to give back
and help them in return," Ko Yaw Lu Lay said, explaining
their participation.

The group, which operates with official police
permission, regularly publishes detailed accounts
of funds received and disbursed on social media for
public transparency.

"We are not doing this haphazardly. We consulted
with our long-term Japanese partners, and they are
actively participating in the effort themselves," U Myint
Swe said, expressing regret over the misunderstanding.

Regarding the "Save Myanmar" banner that drew
public scrutiny, Ko Kyet Yoe explained the reasoning
with a smile: "If we only displayed a 'Kumamoto' sign,
people wouldn't know who was running the drive. We
wanted Japanese donors to see that the very groups
they usually support Myanmar are now standing with
them to help during Japan's crisis."

U Khin Aung, a member of the Myanmar
community in Japan, said the size difference between
the signs might have led some Japanese onlookers to
misinterpret their intentions.

Although saddened by the accusations, Ko Kyet
Yoe said he would not let them discourage him and
would continue their planned initiatives.

Over 110,000 yen (approximately 2.55 million
Myanmar kyats raised has already been transferred
to the relevant earthquake relief funds, along with full
documentation.

Although hate speech and skepticism continue to
circulate on social media, next Sunday will once again
see Japanese volunteers and Myanmar youth holding
the "Save Myanmar" banner in front of Tokyo's Otsuka
Station, ready to stand in solidarity with the earthquake
victims.
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NUG SENDS MYANMAR ATHLETE DELEGATION

. TODILIINTERNATIONAL MARATHON AT

o

INVITATION OF TIMOR-LESTE PRESIDENT

t the official invitation of Dr José Ramos-Horta,
A President of the Democratic Republic of Timor-
Leste, the National Unity Government (NUG)
sent a three-member Myanmar athlete delegation to

participate in the 2026 Dili International Marathon, held
on 8 August.

The three athletes competed in the 21.1-kilometre
half marathon. The event was organized to promote
health, friendship, regional solidarity, sports and
diplomacy. The Myanmar athletes participated
representing Myanmar with the support of the
NUG. The team, comprising two women and one
man, successfully completed the 21.1-kilometre half
marathon.

According to the official results, male runner
Arthur finished in 1 hour, 45 minutes and 53 seconds,
securing first place in the men's 40-49 age category.
The two female runners completed the race in 1 hour,
59 minutes and 30 seconds and 2 hours, 29 minutes
and 45 seconds, respectively. They ranked 15th and
39th overall in the women's category, respectively.

The marathon was held on the 38th anniversary of
Myanmar's 8888 People's Uprising. On the morning of
9 August, Timor-Leste President Dr José Ramos-Horta
received the three Myanmar athletes at his residence.
The Deputy Head of the NUG's Myanmar Mission Office
in Dili also attended the meeting.
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Duringthe meeting, the Myanmar athlete delegation
expressed gratitude to President Ramos-Horta for the
invitation and thanked Timor-Leste for its continued
solidarity with the people of Myanmar. The meeting
also included exchanges on President Ramos-Horta's
experiences from Timor-Leste's resistance struggle, his
memories relating to Myanmar, and perspectives on
Myanmar's ongoing Spring Revolution.
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REJECTION OF NEW ASEAN

ENVOY IS BID TO ESCAPE
ACCOUNTABILITY

SEAN Parliamentarians for Human Rights
A(APHR) said on 12 August that Myanmar's
rejection of a new ASEAN special envoy is
a deliberate attempt to close off the one channel of
regional accountability the junta has never complied
with, describing it as the latest step in a five-week

pattern of resistance to the bloc's peace plan.

Charles Santiago, APHR co-chairperson and a
former Malaysian MP, said the sequence follows a
pattern, adding that "each step is designed to normalize
the junta," while Aung San Suu Kyi and, by his count,
more than 22,000 other political prisoners remain
jailed. APHR chairperson Mercy Chriesty Barends said
a military government responsible for what she called
the deterioration of human rights "does not represent
the aspirations of the people of Myanmar."

The statement traces a sequence of events
beginning on 9 July, when Myanmar's pro-military
parliament passed a motion rejecting the Five-Point
Consensus, which ASEAN adopted in April 2021
following the coup, saying it did not align with the
country's current political developments. The junta's
foreign ministry said it was "obliged to respect" the
motion.

Twelve days later, on 21 July, ASEAN foreign
ministers meeting in Manila reaffirmed the Five-Point
Consensus as their "main reference" for addressing
Myanmar's crisis and agreed to develop formal
benchmarks to measure compliance, along with a
longer-term special envoy to replace the current annual
rotation. Both proposals are due before ASEAN leaders
at the November summit.

On 31 July, junta leader Min Aung Hlaing, who
declared himself "president," told parliament that
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ASEAN had discriminated against Myanmar and that
the Five-Point Consensus had been adopted in 2021
without the agreement of all member states.

Days later, on 6-7 August, Min Aung Hlaing
traveled to Bangkok his first official visit to Thailand
since the coup and met Thai Prime Minister Anutin
Charnvirakul. The joint statement issued after the
visit made no mention of the Five-Point Consensus,
even as it reiterated Thailand's support for Myanmar's
participation in ASEAN.

The visit came a day after the Philippines, ASEAN's
current chair, issued a statement on 7 August welcoming
an ICRC visit to detained former leader Aung San Suu
Kyi as "a positive step," while reiterating its call for her
"complete and unconditional release" and renewing
a request for special envoy Ma. Theresa Lazaro to be
granted access to meet her.

Myanmar's foreign ministry rejected that call the
following day, on 8 August, saying the matter of Suu
Kyi's release "shall only be carried out in accordance
with the law," and that a new special envoy was "no
longer necessary" now that a government it described
as having "emerged from the multiparty democratic
elections" was in place.

APHR called on ASEAN to confirm the benchmarks
and long-term envoy proposals at the November
summit regardless of Myanmar's objections, make the
envoy's access to Suu Kyi and other political prisoners
a non-negotiable condition of further engagement, and
keep the junta excluded from political-level ASEAN
meetings including informal visits like the one in
Bangkok until there is verified progress on the peace
plan.
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Online Scam Compounds
Under DKBA Protection in "
Three Pagodas Town e

n August 8, an incident shocked the local

community in Three Pagodas Pass, Karen

State, when over 20 individuals, including
Myanmar and foreign nationals, escaped from an online
scam compound run by Chinese syndicates.

The event took locals by surprise, as high-profile
reports of Myanmar nationals being tortured in cyber-
scam operations within Karen State had not previously
emerged in the public eye.

Locals told Mizzima that the escapees fled a four-
storey building in the Bago Zu area of Ward 4, Three
Pagodas Pass, a town in Kyainseikgyi District located
directly on the Thai-Myanmar border.

The escape took place around 9:00 AM on 8 August.

"At first, we thought Chinese people were brawling
at the KTV. Later, we realized they were Myanmar
citizens escaping a scam compound. Almost every
household came out to watch. About ten security

www.mizzima.com August 20,
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guards from the compound and Chinese nationals
were chasing them, shouting," a local woman who
witnessed the event told Mizzima.

She added that compound security guards armed
with tasers chased the escapees, yelling at local
residents not to intervene.

While the guards in dark blue uniforms pursued
them, some of the fleeing workers ran into a Karen
National Union (KNU) checkpoint to seek protection.
Eyewitnesses said that the guards and Democratic
Karen Buddhist Army (DKBA) members subsequently
backed down.

"DKBA arrived in vehicles. But once the escapees
reached the KNU soldiers, they dispersed. We could
hear the crackling sound of the guards' tasers. Both
young men and women were crying," a local woman
said.
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An eyewitness noted that some escapees bore
visible torture wounds, and one man was bleeding from
a head injury.

According to local residents and sources, the
escapees overpowered a security guard inside the
compound, took the keys, and broke out. More than 30
people had reportedly attempted the escape.

Once the security guards and DKBA forces
withdrew, several other escapees who had been in
hiding also sought assistance from the KNU, who
rescued them.

The escapees were mostly youth aged between 20
and 30. Locals reported that one man and one woman
were recaptured by DKBA members and compound
guards at a charcoal kiln near a local temple.

"Two were recaptured by the Chinese, covered in
blood. Those trapped inside say they are beaten and
electrocuted daily. One of the escaped girls showed a
scar on her thigh from torture last month. Their fresh
wounds were bleeding. It was heart breaking to watch.
Since these scam operations collaborate with armed
groups, we are powerless to help them," a local man
lamented.

Mizzima contacted a KNU spokesperson regarding
the incident, but received no response by the time of
reporting.

A source close to the KNU stated that the group
has secured 23 of the escapees and is proceeding with
necessary protocols.

"The KNU rescued 23 escapees. Two of them are
reportedly European nationals. Most of the Myanmar
nationals among them are women. This confirms that
cyber-scam syndicates from Kokang in northern Shan
State are operating in collusion with the BGF and
DKBA," the source said.
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Mizzima has not yet been able to verify the
whereabouts of the remaining escapees.

Following the incident, locals noted that scam
compound workers in Ward 4, who previously had
permission to leave the compound walls, are no longer
allowed outside.

Three Pagodas Pass residents told Mizzima that
they want those still trapped inside the compounds to
be rescued immediately.

Three Pagodas Pass and Online Scam Operations

Following attacks by the KNU and allied
revolutionary forces on military junta’s camps in the
Three Pagodas Pass area in 2023, both the KNU and
DKBA have established significant influence in the
region.

Territorial control in the area remains complex, with
multiple armed groups operating.

International reports, as well as previous Mizzima
investigations, indicate that following Operation 1027,
some Chinese-led scam syndicates from northern
Shan State's Kokang region relocated to Shwe Kokko,
Lay Kay Kaw (Sonseemyaing), and Three Pagodas
Pass in Karen State.

"Witnessing this first hand, it feels like a danger
zone now. We didn't think it was this bad before,
assuming they wouldn't target our own citizens. Now
there are so many scam compounds in Three Pagodas
Pass. At this rate, local people no longer feel safe," a
resident remarked.

According to locals, previously, the Chinese
nationals seen in Three Pagodas Pass were mostly
involved in mining. However, since 2023, Chinese
nationals and Shan State ID holders operating cyber
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scams whom locals refer to as "Kya-Tayoke" (Scam
Chinese) have increasingly settled in.

Some of these Chinese nationals are armed and
frequently escorted by DKBA security, locals reported.

Local and armed group sources told Mizzima
that the scam compound from which the Myanmar
nationals escaped is controlled by Colonel Saw Lat Kai,
the Regional Development Officer under DKBA Tactical
Command No. 2, led by Brigadier General Saw A One.

Colonel Saw Lat Kai was previously a tactical
commander in the KNU/KNLA-PC and had cooperated
with revolutionary forces fighting the military junta.
Sources said he was later transferred under Brigadier
General Saw A One.

According to Mizzima's investigations, more than
12 online scam compounds have emerged in Three
Pagodas Pass since 2023.

Mizzima contacted a DKBA official by phone
regarding these allegations, but the call went

unanswered.

Mizzima's sources indicated that some cyber
scam operations in Three Pagodas Pass run under
the protection of DKBA Tactical Commander Brigadier
General Saw A One.

These operations involve Chinese operators
and syndicates that relocated from northern Shan
State, Myawaddy, and Lay Kay Kaw (Sonseemyaing),
according to sources.

A former cyber scam worker from Laukkai told
Mizzima that abuse and torture of Myanmar workers
were common in some northern Shan State compounds,
suggesting that the escapees' testimonies from Three
Pagodas Pass are highly plausible.
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Previously, some trafficking victims from Three
Pagodas Pass scam compounds had escaped to
Thailand and were rescued by Thai authorities.

International Sanctions on the DKBA

In 2025, the US Department of the Treasury's
Office of Foreign Assets Control (OFAC) sanctioned
the DKBA and its top leaders, including Saw Steel, Saw
San Aung, Sai Kyaw Hla, and Saw Sein Win.

The US government stated that the DKBA supports
online scam operations in Myanmar, which target US
citizens with investment fraud.

Additionally, in July 2026, the European Union (EU)
sanctioned Saw Steel, Saw San Aung, Sai Kyaw Hla,
Saw Sein Win, and Saw Steel's son, Saw Eh Lel Htoo,
citing their involvement in online scam operations and
human rights violations.

However, Brigadier General Saw A One, implicated
by Mizzima's sources in the Three Pagodas Pass
cyber scams, has not yet appeared on either US or EU
sanction lists.

Ward 4, where the escape took place, borders
Thailand and is heavily populated with cyber scam
centres, illegal casinos, KTVs, and entertainment
venues, according to locals.

Mizzima is continuing to investigate the situation of
the Myanmar and foreign nationals who fled the scam
compound on 8 August.
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THREE CIVILIANS KILLED, EIGHT INJURED IN
NYAUNGLEBIN MILITARY AIRSTRIKE

hree civilians were killed and eight others
injured in an airstrike launched by the Myanmar
military junta in Ler Doh Township, Nyaunglebin
District, Bago Region, the Karen National Union (KNU)

Central Headquarters announced 12 August.

According to the KNU, a jet fighter from Taungoo
Air Base dropped two 500-pound bombs on Phayargyi
village in Ler Doh Township just after 4:00 PM on 10
August.

The victims were identified as displaced person
Naw Shee Doo Paw, and Phayargyi residents Ma Nilar

and Naw El Jar Lin.
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The KNU said eight civilians, including four
children under the age of 18, sustained injuries, while
three houses were destroyed. Two motorcycles and a

cow were also damaged.

The KNU accused the junta of committing daily war
crimes including airstrikes, drone strikes, and heavy
artillery attacks against civilians, alongside arbitrary
arrests and killings in complete disregard of ASEAN's

Five-Point Consensus.
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KHRW URGES PUBLIC NOT TO PARTICIPATE
IN MYITSONE PROJECT CAMPAIGNS

he Kachin Human Rights Watch (KHRW) has

urged the public to refrain from participating

in lobbying activities as the military junta
continues campaigning to resume the Myitsone Dam
project.

According to KHRW!'s statement on 11 August,
the junta's moves to resume the Myitsone Dam project
have intensified following visits to China in June by
junta chief Min Aung Hlaing and Kachin State Chief
Minister.

KHRW said the junta plans to conduct at least 50

public relations campaigns to restart the project.
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The Myitsone Project Implementation Committee,
formed by the junta and consisting of 10 members,
held at least five promotional meetings in July, primarily

targeting religious venues, KHRW reported.

KHRW urged the public not to join any promotional

activities related to the Myitsone Dam project.

The Myitsone Dam project is slated for construction
at the confluence of the Mali Kha and N'Mai Kha rivers,
which join to form the Irrawaddy River, Myanmar's
largest river, and has been the subject of long-standing

social and environmental concerns.

WEEKLY

Analysis & Insight




Photo: AFP

CORE DEVELOPMENTS

AT LEAST 10 CIVILIANS KILLED IN AIRSTRIKE

ON KYAUK GYI VILLAGE, THANDWE

t least 10 civilians were killed and eight others
Ainjured in the afternoon of 10 August when
the military junta carried out an airstrike on
Kyauk Gyi village in Thandwe Township, Rakhine State,

according to the Arakan Army (AA)'s information
department.

According to the AA's statement, a fighter jet
circled over Kyauk Gyi village for about 20 minutes at
around 1:00 PM on 10 August and dropped three high-
explosive bombs.

The AA stated that the bombs exploded near
Dhamma Yaung Chi monastery in Kyauk Gyi village,
causing civilian casualties, while two people remain
missing.

The airstrike also damaged around 20 nearby
houses and buildings, the statement added.
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The AA said it would release a detailed list of
casualties from the Kyauk Gyi village airstrike and urged
local residents to remain vigilant against the threat of
air and naval attacks.

On 3 August, military junta forces also dropped
bombs using fighter jets near residential homes in
Ward 9 of Jittaw, Ngapali town, Thandwe Township,
according to the AA.

Furthermore, the AA stated that airstrikes were
conducted on villages in Thandwe Township on 19, 23,
24, 27, and 31 of July, resulting in civilian casualties and
damage to residential buildings.
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INVESTIGATIONS REVEAL
DELIBERATE ATTACKS

ON CIVILIANS BY THE
MYANMAR MILITARY

nvestigations by the Independent Investigative
I Mechanism for Myanmar (Mechanism), as detailed

in its report released 11 August, show a pattern
of deliberate aerial attacks on civilians, arbitrary
detentions, torture and sexual violence committed by
the Myanmar military.

The Myanmar military escalated its aerial attacks
and other crimes against civilians in the lead-up to the
elections completed in January this year and these
have continued unabated.

“Behind every piece of evidence we collect
are people whose lives have been devastated by
these crimes,’ said Nicholas Koumjian, Head of the
Mechanism. “Communities across Myanmar are not
only living under the constant threat of violence but
are also coping with the profound and lasting impact of
what they have endured. This underscores the urgent
need to hold those responsible to account.”

Covering the period from 1 July 2025 to 30
June 2026, the Report outlines the Mechanism's
investigations into aerial attacks targeting homes,
schools, medical facilities, religious buildings and
camps for internally displaced persons, causing deaths,
injuries and destruction. The military’s increasing
reliance on paramotors and drones has made attacks
harder for civilians to detect, limiting their ability to flee
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or seek shelter. The Mechanism has identified some of
the military units responsible for these attacks.

The Mechanism has also collected and analysed
extensive evidence of arbitrary detention, torture and
sexual violence in military-run detention facilities,
including cases linked to the 2025 law criminalizing
criticism of the elections. Numerous individuals have
been arrested under the law and face up to 20 years'
imprisonment and the death penalty for activities such
as posting critical comments on social media.

While most of the evidence collected by the
Mechanism concerns crimes committed by the
Myanmar security forces and affiliated militias, it is also
investigating alleged atrocities involving armed groups
opposed to the military.

The Mechanism'’s investigations draw on evidence
from more than 1,600 sources, including over 750
accounts from witnesses, as well as photographs,
videos, audio material, documents, maps, geospatial
imagery, social media posts and forensic evidence.

The Mechanism continues to share evidence and
analysis with authorities pursuing accountability for
crimes committed against the Rohingya, including at
the International Criminal Court (ICC) and in Argentina,
and has also responded to requests from other
authorities investigating crimes committed since the
2021 military takeover.

It has also provided extensive evidence and analysis
to the parties in The Gambia v. Myanmar proceedings
before the International Court of Justice (ICJ), where
the judges are deliberating whether Myanmar violated
its obligations under the Genocide Convention during
the 2016 and 2017 clearance operations against the
Rohingya.

The Independent Investigative Mechanism for
Myanmar (IIMM or Mechanism) was created by the
United Nations Human Rights Council in 2018 to collect
and analyse evidence of the most serious international
crimes and other violations of international law
committed in Myanmar since 2011. It aims to facilitate
justice and accountability by preserving and organizing
this evidence and preparing analysis that can be used
by authorities to prosecute individuals in national,
regional and international courts.
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FORCE BASES BEHIND CIVILIAN ATTACKS

for Myanmar (IIMM) said in an annual report

released 11 August that it has identified specific
military airbases and their command structures behind
aerial attacks on civilians across eight states and
regions, evidence it said is intended to support future
prosecutions in national and international courts.

The UN's Independent Investigative Mechanism

Myanmar has been under military rule since a
February 2021 coup ousted the country's elected
civilian government, triggering nationwide armed
resistance and a conflict that has since drawn scrutiny
from UN bodies and international courts over the
conduct of the regime's forces.

Established by the UN Human Rights Council
in 2018, the IIMM collects and preserves evidence
of the most serious international crimes committed
in Myanmar since 2011 to support prosecutions in
national or international courts. The report covers the
period from 1 July 2025 to 30 June 2026.

According to the report, aircraft from Magway and
Tada-U air force bases carried out attacks in Rakhine,
Kachin, Chin and Kayin states and in Mandalay, Magway
and Sagaing regions, while aircraft from Taungoo Air
Force Base Headquarters in Bago and Nay Pyi Taw Air
Force Base were responsible for attacks in Kayah State.
The Mechanism said it is analysing the command
structure of the Myanmar Air Force, including the
identities of commanders during the periods when the
attacks occurred.

The report also documented a pattern it called
"double tap" attacks, in which the military strikes
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a target and follows with a second aerial attack
shortly after, appearing to target first responders and
people attempting to rescue the wounded or flee.
The Mechanism said it is prioritising the examination
of such incidents in Chin and Kachin states and in
Sagaing region.

The junta has increasingly relied on paramotors,
gyrocopters and drones for low-altitude strikes, the
report said, noting that pilots in Sagaing have been
observed cutting their engines as they approach targets
to glide silently and avoid detection, giving civilians no
warning to flee or seek shelter.

"Behind every piece of evidence we collect
are people whose lives have been devastated by
these crimes," said Nicholas Koumjian, head of the
Mechanism, adding that the findings point to "the
urgent need to hold those responsible to account."

The annual report also documents a wider pattern
of abuses over the reporting period, including arrests
of children and adults under a 2025 law criminalising
criticism of the military-run elections held between
December 2025 and January 2026, torture and sexual
violence at named detention facilities, and funding
constraints that the Mechanism said have already
cost it a dedicated investigator position for sexual and
gender-based crimes.

The Mechanism said such command-structure
evidenceisintended for use by nationalandinternational
jurisdictions already handling cases linked to Myanmar,
including proceedings before the International Court of
Justice and the International Criminal Court.
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MYANMAR MILITARY FOCUSES ON RESOURCE
AREAS IN MYANMAR CONFLICT

yanmar's military has recaptured just 8.86
IVI percent of the territory it lost since the
2021 coup, even as new analyses from two
independent monitors show its offensives increasingly

concentrated on roads, trade corridors and resource-
rich areas rather than broader battlefield reconquest.

Myanmar has been under military rule since the
army ousted the country's elected government in a
February 2021 coup, triggering nationwide armed
resistance from newly formed People's Defence Forces
alongside long-established ethnic armed organisations.

According to the Institute for Strategy and Policy
(ISP)-Myanmar, the military has lost control of 101
towns since the coup and recaptured 22 of them
between 2024 and June 2026, four in 2024, ten in 2025
and eight in the first half of this year, regaining just
24,123.81 square kilometres of territory in the process.
Three of those towns, Lashio, Mogok and Mongmit,
were recovered through Chinese mediation rather than
combat, while the remaining 19 fell to direct military
offensives, ISP said.

The recaptured areas cluster along roads and
corridors used for arms logistics and troop deployment
rather than reflecting a wider reconquest, according
to the institute, which said the military has prioritised
retaking territory hosting foreign investment projects
since junta leader Gen. Min Aung Hlaing, who declared
himself "president," assumed the office in April. ISP
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forecasts that fighting will intensify in resistance-held
areas with significant foreign investment and resource
extraction operations as a result.

Separate data from the Armed Conflict Location &
Event Data Project (ACLED) points to a similar shift.
The monitor recorded more than a dozen military-
perpetrated mass killings in the first half of 2026,
resulting in over 450 civilian deaths, with close to 40
percent occurring in Myanmar's central dry zone.
ACLED attributed the region's exposure to its location
at the crossroads of neighbouring conflict zones, its
proximity to major military bases, and the presence of
infrastructure tied to the China-Myanmar Economic
Corridor.

ACLED has separately linked military operations
elsewhere in the country to competition over jade and
rare-earth sites in Kachin State and crude oil fields
in Sagaing and Magway regions, describing natural
resources as an increasingly important driver of the
conflict for both the military and resistance forces.

The military's own conglomerates, Myanmar
Economic Holdings Limited (MEHL) and Myanmar
Economic Corporation (MEC), have held jade and ruby
mining licences in Kachin and Shan States for years,
according to a 2019 UN Fact-Finding Mission report,
giving the institution a documented financial stake in
some of the same territory now described as a military
priority.
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PROTECTING HUMANITY:
ENFORCING THE ICRC
MANDATE IN MYANMAR

- AN OPEN LETTERTO
THE INTERNATIONAL
COMMITTEE OF THE RED
CROSS

August from 155 organizations concerning the

The following is an open letter sent on the 11
ICRC mandate in Myanmar:

To the Leadership and Representatives of the ICRC,

We, the undersigned 155 Myanmar, regional and
international civil society organizations, write to you
today with a profound sense of urgency and deep
frustration regarding the 3 August 2026 meeting
between your resident representative, Arnaud de
Baecque, and Myanmar's State Counsellor, Daw Aung
San Suu Kyi.

While any contact with the State Counsellor,
who is being unlawfully imprisoned by the illegal
military junta in Myanmar, is a matter of intense public
interest, the sequence of events surrounding this
visit illustrates our greatest fear: the ICRC's mandate
is being actively exploited by the military junta. The
meeting demonstrated how humanitarian engagement
in Myanmar is increasingly vulnerable to political
instrumentalization by the military junta, thereby
aiding them to advance their political aims, and in
turn prolonging the suffering of the Myanmar people
and undermining their expressed democratic will and
aspirations.

The junta first publicized the meeting, releasing
carefully curated photographs of handshakes and
a birthday cake to project an illusion of normalcy
and cooperation to the international community as it
desperately seeks legitimacy for its violently imposed
rule. Only after this propaganda was disseminated did
the ICRC issue a brief, reactionary confirmation.
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In your statement, you noted that the visit followed
“established guidelines” and permitted a “private
conversation,’ and you added that, per your standard
procedures, all observations regarding her condition are
kept strictly confidential and shared only with detaining
authorities. You disclosed nothing regarding her health,
her whereabouts, or the reality of her captivity.

A short, sanitized announcement is NOT enough.
When the ICRC allows the military junta to exploit its
presence as a credible international humanitarian
organization for propaganda to advance its political
agenda while remaining silent about the realities of the
situation, the ICRC is no longer practicing neutrality. The
ICRC is instead complicit in the military junta’s theater
and blatant violations of international humanitarian law.

We anticipate the ICRC's defence. We know it
will rest upon the Fundamental Principles of the ICRC
Movement, particularly neutrality, independence and
confidentiality. We recognize that confidential dialogue
is intended to secure humanitarian access and protect
those deprived of their liberty. However, humanitarian
engagement also carries a responsibility to safeguard
its integrity from political exploitation.

The political instrumentalization of this visit was
entirely foreseeable. The military junta has, for more
than five years, consistently exploited humanitarian
and diplomatic engagement to extract legitimacy
and project an image of normalcy. Given this well-
established pattern, the ICRC had a responsibility to
anticipate and actively prevent such exploitation. The
public dissemination of carefully staged photographs
and messaging by the junta was not an unforeseeable
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consequence—it was an entirely predictable outcome.

Against this backdrop, we must ask: was the
ICRC protecting its humanitarian mandate, or merely
accommodating the military junta's need in turn to
protect the ICRC? An honest examination of your own
doctrine reveals that your current approach is failing
the very principles you claim to uphold:

« Humanity is the Supreme Principle; Neutrality is
a Tool: The first principle of your movement is to prevent
and alleviate human suffering. Neutrality is not an end
in itself. It exists to advance the principle of humanity
by enabling access to those in need. When neutrality
is repeatedly exploited to generate political legitimacy
for violators of international law without extracting
corresponding humanitarian gains from them, the
relationship between means and ends deserves urgent
reassessment.

» The Premise of Confidential Dialogue has
been Destroyed: The ICRC's doctrine of confidentiality
assumes good faith, that private dialogue with
authorities will lead to tangible improvements for
detainees. After more than five years of widespread
arbitrary detention, torture, incommunicado detention
and denial ofindependent monitoring, what measurable
humanitarian improvements has confidential dialogue
achieved for twenty thousand political detainees in
Myanmar?

- The Mandate Allows for Public Denunciation:
The ICRC's own guidelines state that confidentiality is
not absolute. You reserve the right to publicly denounce
violations when they are major and repeated, when
confidential dialogue has failed, and when it is in the
best interest of the affected populations. The situation
in Myanmar unequivocally meets all three criteria.

The Call for Enforcement

If the ICRC can allow the military junta to exploit
the ICRC's presence to parade Daw Aung San Suu Kyi
in front of cameras in a deliberate staged show to the
Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) and
the world while over twenty thousand unnamed, un-
profiled political prisoners endure unimaginable torture
in the junta’s prisons, the ICRC can no longer claim its
silence is serving the victims.

The people of Myanmar are not asking the ICRC
to step outside its humanitarian mandate, nor are we
asking the ICRC to abandon its core mission. However,
we are demanding the strict enforcement of ICRC's
own operational guidelines and of international human
rights standards. The ICRC should not allow itself to be
used as a prop by those who slaughter civilians.

In addition, we urgently call upon the ICRC to
enforce a principled position and prioritize the lives of
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Myanmar’s people. The ICRC must immediately trigger
its internal guidelines to publicly denounce the military
junta’s repeated violations of IHL, openly recognizing
that confidential dialogue has completely failed.

Furthermore, the ICRC must insist on regular,
independent and unimpeded access to all political
prisoners and places of detention, free from the
presence or interference of junta personnel. Any
engagement with detainees, including State Counsellor
Daw Aung San Suu Kyi, must be conducted solely for
humanitarian purposes and must not be exploited
for political theatre or public relations. The ICRC
should prioritize facilitating meaningful family contact,
including with Daw Aung San Suu Kyi's son, Kim Aris,
in accordance with its humanitarian mandate, while
refusing participation in any military junta-staged
photo opportunities or engagements that manufacture
legitimacy for the junta.

History will not judge the ICRC by how strictly it
adhered to its bylaws in a vacuum, but by whether it
had the courage to recognize when those bylaws were
being exploited and manipulated by the military junta.
We urge the ICRC to reassess its purpose and strategy,
to demand true, unmanipulated access to all political
prisoners, and to stop allowing its confidentiality to be
extracted for the junta’s legitimacy.

State Counsellor Daw Aung San Suu Kyi is the
legitimate leader of Myanmar and continues to be
recognized as such by the United Nations (UN). For
the ICRC to allow itself to be used by the military junta
for its political gain in response to ASEAN and world
leaders demanding direct access to Daw Aung San Suu
Kyi, the ICRC is participating in the exploitation of the
democratically elected leader of the Myanmar people.
This is entirely unacceptable. Human suffering in
Myanmar is not a confidential matter. ICRC’s response
to it should not be either.

The people of Myanmar do not question the
importance of humanitarian engagement. We question
whether humanitarian engagement can continue to
fulfil its purpose when it is exploited and manipulated to
legitimize those responsible for widespread violations
of international humanitarian law. The credibility of the
ICRC depends not only on preserving access, but also
on ensuring that such access does not come at the
expense of the very people it pledges to protect.

The people of Myanmar deserve an answer: How
will the ICRC hold itself accountable to Daw Aung San
Suu Kyi and the people of Myanmar? What safeguards
will the ICRC put in place to ensure that future
humanitarian engagement cannot again be exploited
as political propaganda by the illegal criminal junta?
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SURRENDER MILITARY WEAPONS IN
CONTROLLED TERRITORY

Force-Thantlang (CDF-Thantlang) issued a

directive on 10 August instructing individuals to
surrender any military-grade weapons, explosives, and
related materials found in Thantlang Township, Chin
State, to ensure community peace, law and order, and
regional stability.

The Thantlang Township Council / Chin Defense

According to the statement, unauthorized
possession, transport, manufacture, or sale of military-
use weapons, explosives, and accessories without
official permits or orders issued by relevant authorities,
including revolutionary organizations is strictly
prohibited under the directive.

"During this revolutionary period, we issued this
directive out of concern over explosive remnants of
war, which threaten public safety and village stability,"
a CDF-Thantlang spokesperson told Mizzima.

The spokesperson said ammunition and weaponry
might be left behind by revolutionary forces during
clashes or intentionally hidden by junta troops when
surrendering, and urged citizens to hand over any found
military assets that could be used for the revolution.

Failure to voluntarily report and surrender such
weapons will result in legal action in accordance with
the arms control policies of the Chinland Council (CC)
and CDF-Thantlang.
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The organization clarified that the directive does
not target allied forces; transporting weapons and
ammunition through controlled territories is permitted,
provided transporters carry official endorsement or
permission from the relevant organizations.

The policy aims to curb smuggling, illicit trade, and
activities that exploit civilians for personal gain.

Junta troops currently control the main road
in Thantlang town, while Chin revolutionary forces
hold other sectors, the spokesperson said, with daily
skirmishes involving drone bombings and heavy
artillery fire.

Junta forces are effectively blockaded from exiting
the town. Since the junta has planted landmines in
contested areas, the public has been warned against
entering designated hazard zones. CDF-Thantlang said
the timeline for further escalation of clashes remains
unpredictable.

Clashes between junta forces and Chin resistance
groups in Thantlang town broke out in September
2021, after which junta troops razed residential homes
and buildings.

Over 10,000 town residents remain displaced
across safe zones within the township and in Mizoram
State, India.
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CLASHES OCCUR BETWEEN JUNTA AND
REVOLUTIONARY FORCES IN MYANMAR'S

MYAING TOWNSHIP

lashes have been reported recently between
advancing junta troops and revolutionary forces

in Myaing Township, Magway Region.

The junta column stationed in Ya Gyi Pyin village
advanced into Hman Yin village, triggering clashes on
9 and 10 August, an official from the Anyar Myay Civil
Society Organization (Myaing) told 10 August.

"Clashes have become more frequent these days.
We heard the junta suffered heavy casualties. They are
still based in Ya Gyi Pyin, but are also advancing to the
village ahead. They have been trying to push forward
with about a hundred troops for two consecutive days,
leading to ongoing clashes," the official said.

During the two days of fighting, the junta also
conducted airstrikes.

According to reports from We Love Myaing, which
monitors airstrikes in the township, a gyrocopter attack
near Sue Win village on 8 August killed a 39-year-old
man and a 32-year-old woman, and injured three other
men.
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Mizzima has not yet independently verified these
casualties.

Mizzima reached out to the Anyar Myay Civil
Society Organization (Myaing)online regarding today's
military situation and whether clashes are ongoing in
Myaing Township, but had not received a response as
of publication.

The Anyar Myay CSO official added that the junta
column's advance from Ya Gyi Pyin to Hman Yin village
brings it closer to the oil fields.

Due to the junta's offensive in Myaing Township,
local residents have fled their homes. Between 13 July
and 2 August, over 200 houses in Kan Net, Let Khoke
Pin, Nyaung Kone, Kaing Taw Ma, Htan Nge Taw, Thin
Ma, and Baung Bin villages were burned down and
destroyed.
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EU PROVIDES EXTRA €10.5 MILLION

MYANMAR

he EU is providing an additional €10.5 million
Tin humanitarian aid for people affected by the

conflict in Myanmar, according to a press release
from the German Embassy in Yangon 13 August.

The assistance will provide life-saving support for
people affected by conflict, displacement and disasters,
including recent flash floods in several locations across
the country.

This brings total EU support to €49.1 million for the
year.

The EU ranks Myanmar among the top nine global
crises, while UN reports highlight severe funding
shortages affecting local aid groups.
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Crucial aid that is needed includes emergency
healthcare, food, shelter, protection, and water and
sanitation equipment.

This follows earlier initiatives in 2026, including a
€15 million programme launched for Myanmar refugees
in Thai shelters.

It is reported that international funding shortfalls
are crippling local civil society networks and frontline
ethnic organizations that provide localized relief.
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AN UPDATE TO MIZZIMA
READERS AND FRIENDS

ince the 2021 coup, Mizzima has continued

independent journalism under very difficult

conditions — revoked licenses, office raids,
frozen bank accounts, arrests, surveillance, censorship,
security risks and financial pressure.

But we continue because Myanmar still needs
independent, reliable and verified information.

Today, one difficult reality is that donor funding
is now almost none, although we continue to seek
support wherever possible.

At the same time, Mizzima is working hard to
sustain itself through self-generated revenue and new
initiatives, including:
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» YouTube and digital monetization
« Training and Mizzima Media Training Institute

« Al Technology through Mizzima EAE for
research, content regeneration and production

» Repackaging content across TV, Facebook,
YouTube and digital platforms

« Mizzima Weekly, Mizzima English and policy
products

» Home Away From Home - HH Channel and
diaspora community services

» Production services, events, partnerships and
sponsorships

« Non-media business initiatives.

Al does not replace our journalists. It helps us
work faster and smarter, while human editors remain
responsible for accuracy, verification, ethics and
editorial judgment.

Mizzima is not only trying to survive. We are
adapting, modernizing and building for the future —
through media, technology, community services and
practical business initiatives that can support our
public-interest journalism.

Thank you to our readers, viewers, partners, friends
and supporters for standing with Mizzima.

Truth. Voice. Future.

#Mizzima #Myanmar
#PressFreedom  #MizzimaEAE
#MediaSustainability

#IndependentMedia
#MediaResilience
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STREET RALLIES HELD AS
TALIBAN GOVT MARKS
FIVE YEARS RULING
AFGHANISTAN

he Taliban government celebrated five years of
ruling Afghanistan on 15 August, with supporters

taking to the streets, while critics decried
tightening restrictions in all areas of daily life.

Afghans packed into cars decorated with flags
and drove around Kabul on a day that government
spokesman Zabihullah Mujahid said "will be written in
golden lines in the history of Afghanistan"

Hundreds gathered around a square beside the
former US embassy, while fresh flowers were thrown
from military helicopters over a parade of athletes that
featured only men because women are banned from
sport in Afghanistan.

Taliban fighters took Kabul unopposed on August
15, 2021, after a lightning offensive that swept across
Afghanistan, toppling government forces in the wake of
the chaotic withdrawal of US-led troops.

Asif Khan Barakzai, a 21-year-old in Kabul, said
"with the arrival of the Islamic Emirate, | feel peace,
comfort and calmness in Afghanistan", referring to the
Taliban administration.

The number of checkpoints was increased on
Saturday in the capital, where some of the vehicles
abandoned by foreign forces, such as Humvees, were
driven in convoy.

Afghans also rallied in other key cities including
southern Kandahar, home to the supreme leader,

WEEKLY

Analysis & Insight

August 20, 2026

and western Herat where stuntmen performed in the
streets, AFP journalists said.

Zia Ahmad Takal, a foreign ministry spokesman,
invited countries to "come here, invest, and make
extensive use of the available economic opportunities"
in Afghanistan.

GDP per capita is in decline, due to more than six
million Afghans arriving from neighbouring Iran and
Pakistan in three years, while the World Bank estimated
real growth reaching 4.8 percent.

‘A very intense grief'

Although Taliban officials have forged ties
with multiple countries, including in Europe, their
government is still only recognised by Russia.

Relations with neighbouring Pakistan have
plummeted and the two countries went to war this year,
exacerbating the humanitarian crisis in Afghanistan
when people were already hit hard by international aid
cuts.

Some countries have opted to limit their relations
with the Taliban authorities until there are changes
in Afghanistan, where people are suffering "very real
harm" according to the United Nations.

Fiona Frazer, the human rights director for the
UN mission in Afghanistan (UNAMA), told AFP that
people have endured the "consolidation of suffocating
restrictions that intrude on almost every aspect of their
daily lives, and their human rights".

The Committee to Protect Journalists criticised
the authorities' "brutal repression of the press", which
has seen media workers "surveilled, detained, beaten,
censored, or driven into exile".

Women have been particularly affected by Taliban
government measures, being banned from public
places including parks and from most jobs, while
education for girls beyond age 12 is outlawed.

A woman living in Kabul, who said Taliban
insurgents killed her husband before they came to
power, said she had a severe headache on Saturday.

"Whenever this month and this time of year arrives,
a very intense grief overcomes me," the 35-year-old
told AFP.

“I will remain in mourning as long as they are in
power."

AFP
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1 US INDIA AMBASSADOR'S KASHMIR
REMARKS RILE PAKISTAN; ENVOY

SUMMONED

Islamabad and "strongly condemned" remarks by
the US ambassador to New Delhi calling disputed
Kashmir "an important part of India".

Pakistan summoned Washington's top envoy in

"(A) strong demarche was lodged over the factually
incorrect remarks of US Ambassador to India, regarding
the status of Jammu and Kashmir," Pakistan's foreign
ministry said in a statement late Wednesday.

“It was underscored that Jammu and Kashmir is an
internationally recognised disputed territory."

The divided Muslim-majority territory has been at
the centre of bitter rivalry between India and Pakistan
since their independence from British rule in 1947.

The US ambassador in New Delhi, Sergio Gor,
had told reporters in Srinagar during a trip to Indian-
administered Kashmir that "this is an important part of
India".
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"We just had a very good meeting," he added,
referring to Jammu and Kashmir Chief Minister Omar
Abdullah.

"We have some follow-ups, so we hope to take back
to Washington, back to Delhi.. and we look forward to
building this relationship forward."

The latest conflict between the neighbours is over
Delhi's suspension of its involvement in the Indus
Waters Treaty, following a deadly attack on tourists in
Indian-administered Kashmir in April 2025.

New Delhi blamed Islamabad for backing the
attack, which Islamabad denies.

The two countries engaged in intense drone,
missile and artillery exchanges the following month
that left nearly 70 people dead on both sides.

AFP
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Let Them Eat Gake

Lhristoph

The former Australian Ambassodor
traces Burma's collapse, misrule,
superstition-politics, and the
regime’s enduring disconnect from

erdinary people.

LET THEM EAT CAKE

III\/I

explaining how Burma became part of his life, and would

aybe it's the water, maybe it's a mosquito
bite,” jokes Christopher Lamb, the former
Australian Ambassador to Myanmar,
“become part of anyone's who has lived there long
enough!.” In this conversation, he reflects on his decades-
long relationship with the country, first in the early 1970s
as a diplomat, then during the country-shaping crisis of
1988, and later through humanitarian and academic work.
It has been the slow unfolding of what he terms a lifelong
“infection”: a pull he says Burma exerts on anyone who

has lived there long enough.

Lamb recalls that when he first arrived in Rangoon in
1972, he stepped into a country already deep in the grip of
military rule that had begun a decade earlier but was still
solidifying its ideological shell. The generals were drafting
the Constitution for the Socialist Republic, a process the
government described as national consultation, though
the results were predetermined. He remembers watching
officers discard their uniforms and adopt civilian honorifics
although everyone understood it was theater. The military
still commanded everything, and the new Constitution,

heavily modeled on East Germany's system, was meant
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to define future political life as permanently Socialist and
militarily controlled. Even then he wondered how a poor
country could sustain the massive bureaucratic structure
the Constitution required: national, state, township
and village-level assemblies, each with its own judges,
auditors, and state lawyers. The bureaucracy seemed far
beyond Burma's capacity, and he sensed the party would
eventually be unable to control the sprawling apparatus it

had built.

The society he encountered in the early 1970s
was, above all, fearful. Surveillance smothered daily life.
Military intelligence and Special Branch officers stationed
themselves outside every foreigner's home; Lamb could
not leave his driveway without being observed. Travel
beyond Rangoon required permission granted two
week prior. In a country still shaken by civil war, entire
regions were closed to foreigners, and most Burmese
citizens lived under the assumption that neighbors might
report on them. Yet inside this atmosphere of pressure,
Lamb also saw a society anchored by older memories:
pride in U Thant, the Burmese UN Secretary-General
whose life symbolized dignity beyond national borders;
lingering belief in nonaligned foreign policy; and the
cosmopolitan ambitions of earlier governments that had
supported regional projects like the Asian Highway. These
aspirations persisted even as the state contracted inward,

disciplining thought as much as action.

CATCH THE PODCAST

Please read more and listen to the Myanmar Insight
Podcast here: https://insightmyanmar.org/complete-
shows/2026/7/14/episode-572-let-them-eat-cake
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THAIL, MYANMAR MILITARY GHIEFS MEET AS
POST-COUP THAW PROGRESSES

military chief for talks on Thursday, the latter's
first foreign trip in office as his coup-staging
armed forces shake off their pariah status.

Thailand's top general welcomed Myanmar's

Myanmar's military ousted an elected government
in a 2021 putsch, detaining its leader Aung San Suu
Kyi and sparking a civil war in which it is accused of
rampant rights abuses.

The post-coup leadership was isolated for five
years but has started a diplomatic offensive, touting
deeply restricted polls it staged around the start of
2026 as a return to normality.

After the elections, Min Aung Hlaing -- who led
the coup as armed forces chief -- took over as civilian
president, handing the office of military leader to
staunch loyalist Ye Win Oo.

OnThursday, Thaimilitary chiefUkrisBoontanondha
greeted Ye Win Oo at a hotel in the capital Bangkok.

Their talks are expected to focus on the nations'
2,400-kilometre (1,500-mile) border, where the war has
seeded instability.

A former spymaster for Myanmar's ruling junta, Ye
Win Oo has been sanctioned by nations including the
United States for his role in the coup.

The ensuing civil war is estimated to have claimed
100,000 lives.

The international community is divided over how to
deal with Myanmar since the elections.

Democracy watchdogs have derided the vote as
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a charade to rebrand military rule while excluding the
popular Suu Kyi, sidelining her party and punishing
dissenters with prison time.

But Thailand is among a band of neighbouring
nations, sharing unavoidable border issues with
Myanmar, which have used the polls as a cue to reset
relations.

This month, Thai Prime Minister Anutin Charnvirakul
granted Min Aung Hlaing a red-carpet welcome in
Bangkok.

Defending the decision to host, Thai Foreign
Minister Sihasak Phuangketkeow told reporters: "lt's
not about legitimacy, it's about reality."

But campaign group the Special Advisory Council
for Myanmar said this week that "by embracing a
warlord, Thailand has torched its credibility".

The decision to also allow a visit from Ye Win Oo
was "adding to its ignominy", the statement added.

Last week, investigators from the United Nations
said the military Ye Win Oo leads is escalating its aerial
attacks on civilian targets.

The UN's Independent Investigative Mechanism for
Myanmar's annual report also documented a pattern
of arbitrary detentions, torture and sexual violence
committed by the military.

Myanmar's government called the publication "one-
sided allegations against Myanmar's security forces
based on unverifiable and inaccurate information".

AFP
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DIGITAL
MAGAZINE

Our relaunched magazine Mizzima Weekly provides
readers with a more focused read on what matters in Myanmar
and the wider region, with an emphasis on analysis, insight and
providing key talking points.
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