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MYANMAR NOW A ‘NEVER-ENDING’ NIGHTMARE: UN
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PREVENTING MYANMAR SUFFERING 
FROM ANOTHER ‘LOST GENERATION’ OF 
YOUTH
Myanmar is in the midst of cri-

sis in the wake of the 2021 
military coup. But there is 

one particular sector that deserves 
attention – education.

 The current crisis in the 
country has severely disrupted a 
whole generation. Speaking at a 
press conference in Bangkok last 
week, U.S. Chargé d’Affaires in 
Yangon Ms Susan Stevenson says 
she hopes USAID’S Diversity and 
Inclusion Scholarship Program for 
Myanmar students will go some 
way to preventing another “lost 
generation” of Myanmar youth.

 Ms Stevenson highlighted 
the benefits of the five-year USAID 
program for more than 1,000 Myan-
mar students to provide higher ed-
ucation opportunities in southeast 
and south Asia, with an online com-
ponent linked to the University of 
Arizona.

 With a focus on Myanmar’s 
most marginalized and vulnerable 
people, this scholarship will foster 
academic excellence, strengthen 
the overall educational landscape 
of Myanmar, and empower the next 
generation of leaders to contribute 
meaningfully to their communities. 
In addition, there are also grants 
available. 

 Myanmar’s youth are in 
dire straits, with many higher edu-
cation schemes halted or “running 
on empty” without teachers or pro-
fessors – many of whom fled to join 
the so-called Civil Disobedience 
Movement (CDM). Further com-
plicating the picture, the Myanmar 
junta’s recent conscription call-up 
for the military has prompted many 
of those students still studying to 
question whether they should be 
fleeing the country, or hiding out in 
so-called “safe areas” while the cri-
sis continues.

 Ms Stevenson worries 
there will be another “lost genera-
tion” of Myanmar youth.

 “What struck me is the num-
ber of young people who should be 
in secondary school or universities 
who because of circumstances are 
now outside their formal education, 
uncertain about what their future 
might bring,” she told the press 
conference on 29 February. “And 
so the idea of having a scholarship 
to be able to study because they 
don’t necessarily feel that they can 
study at their existing institutions in 
Yangon, or in Myanmar in general, 
is very important.”

 Ms Stevenson recalled the 
difficulties at the universities in the 
1990s in Myanmar – in the wake of 
the earlier pro-democracy uprising 
- where students could take up to a 
decade to finish their graduate de-
gree.

 “Myanmar is very much in 
danger in confronting another lost 
generation without support,” she 
said.

 The Diversity and Inclusion 
Scholarship Program through US-
AID is the United States govern-
ment’s way of doing something to 
help, in particular helping the dis-
advantaged, and also helping the 
region as a whole with Myanmar 
students getting the opportunity to 
study in Thailand, Cambodia, In-
donesia, India and the Philippines 
– helping Myanmar youth engage 
with their peers in south and south-
east Asia.

 Education is crucial to 
Myanmar’s future. And it is a cru-
cial component of the well-being of 
Myanmar youth. The USAID pro-
gram looks set to provide useful 
support for Myanmar youth in crisis. 
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HEADING FOR THE EXIT

Myanmar youth line up outside the Thai Embassy 
in Yangon for visas to Thailand. Large numbers of 

youth are reported to be seeking to head for Thailand in 
the wake of the announcement of military conscription 
by the Myanmar junta. 

Photo:AFP
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AA DESTROYS TWO MYANMAR JUNTA ARMOURED
VEHICLES IN RAKHINE’S PONNAGYUN TOWNSHIP 

JUNTA BURNS DOWN VILLAGE IN TAZE TOWNSHIP, 
SAGAING REGION 

In the midst of intense fighting in Rakhine state, the 
Arakan Army (AA) reported that on 28 February at 
2:28 pm, they launched an attack that destroyed two 

armoured junta vehicles sent to assist in Ponnagyun 
Township in Rakhine State.

 According to the AA, the convoy, dispatched 
from Sittwe township to reinforce Military Council sol-
diers in Ponnagyun Township, was intercepted near 
the Amyintgyun Bridge on the Sittwe-Ponnagyun road, 
resulting in the destruction of the two armoured vehi-
cles.

 The Light Infantry Battalion 550, the sole bat-
talion in Ponnagyun Township, had been under attack 
by the AA since 23 February, with the operation con-
tinuing for over eight days.

 In response, the Military Council ordered air 
support to aid the defense of the battalion, reportedly 
deploying a significant number of artillery units as well.

 On 29 February, the AA announced their inten-

Kan Htoo Ma Village in Taze Township, Sagaing 
Region was burnt down and completely de-
stroyed by junta forces on 25 and 26 February.

 The commander of the Comrades People’s 
Defence Force (PDF), Htoo Khant Zaw said: “Two 
[junta military] columns have merged and they system-
atically burned down the village over two consecutive 
days starting from 25 February. Currently, the com-
bined column is stationed in Kan Htoo Ma Village and 
is conducting raids on surrounding villages.”

 He explained that following a defence forc-
es attack on Kan Htoo Ma Village Police Station, that 
killed at least 20 junta soldiers on 21 February, junta 
army reinforcements had arrived and started setting 
fire to houses in the area.

 Talking of the damage caused by the soldiers 
he said: “We expect that the damage [caused by the 
junta soldiers] will be considerable. Because Military 

tion to intensify their offensive in an effort to capture 
the entire battalion.

 Amidst the ongoing intense conflict in the 
township, residents are fleeing due to the warfare, with 
reports of significant damage caused by the Military 
Council’s airstrikes and heavy artillery fire, according 
to residents.

 Similarly, in the northern region of Maung-
daw Township, a clash erupted between an 80-strong 
Military Council column and the AA on the Kyain-
chaung-Yanaung highway. The confrontation lasted 
approximately two hours, resulting in the deaths of 
seven Military Council soldiers and the seizure of am-
munition, as reported by the AA.

 Sources suggest that if the Light Infantry Bat-
talion 550, which operates under the Military Opera-
tion Command in Sittwe, falls, the AA could potentially 
gain control over the entire Ponnagyun Township.

Council soldiers are deployed in the vicinity of Kan 
Htoo Ma Village we have not yet determined the exact 
extent of the damage.”

 He also said that the junta soldiers are current-
ly conducting operations in neighbouring villages and 
apprehending residents, whilst launching airstrikes on 
Kan Htoo Ma Village. Phone lines have also been cut. 

 Htoo Khant Zaw said: “By cutting phone lines 
they are preventing villagers from communicating with 
each other whilst they conduct raids and make ar-
rests.”

 Currently, the Comrades PDF does not know 
the exact number of villagers who have been detained 
by the junta.
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CHAIRPERSON OF THE EASTERN YANGON UNIVERSITY 
STUDENTS UNION SENTENCED TO A FURTHER 10 YEARS IN 

JAIL 

BRIDGE ON MAIN YANGON TO MAWLAMYINE ROAD 
BLOWN UP 

A pro-democracy veteran has just been handed an 
extra 10 years in prison by a Yangon court.

 According to the legal community, Su Yee Lin, 
also known as Lin Lin and chairwoman of the Eastern 
Yangon University Students Union, faced additional 
charges by the Military Council under Article 50 (j) of 
the Terrorism Act. On 28 February, she was sentenced 
to an additional 10 years in prison.

 Su Yee Lin was apprehended alongside Zaw 
Lin Htut, also known as Phoe Thar, in Thingangyun 
Township on 19 December, 2021, while covering a 
demonstration against the military dictatorship in Yan-
gon.

 Initially, they were sentenced to three years 
in prison with hard labour on 31 March, 2022, under 
Section 505 (a) of the Penal Code by the Insein prison 
court. Phoe Thar was released on 5 May, 2023, while 
Su Yee Lin remains incarcerated.

 After two years since her arrest, on 8 and 
14 September, the Military Council pressed charges 
against Su Yee Lin under Section 50 (j), resulting in a 
further 10 years in prison.

Defence forces disrupted traffic when they de-
stroyed a bridge on the main Yangon to Maw-
lamyine road on 28 February.

 A mine explosion at about 1:00 am on 28 Feb-
ruary completely destroyed the bridge in Moe Kaung 
Village, Thaton Township blocking the main Yangon to 
Mawlamyine road.

 A member of a Thaton social assistance group 
said: “There was a loud explosion on a bridge near 
Moe Kaung Pagoda in Thaton’s Moe Kaung Village. 
The damage is extensive. Currently, vehicles cannot 
use the Yangon to Mawlamyine road. People need to 
use the village road [instead].”

 The explosion also destroyed a house next to 
the bridge, causing minor injuries to a young man and 
his father who were in the house at the time.

 On 28 February, while attending Su Yee Lin’s 
hearing at the Eastern District Court in Yangon’s Daw-
bon Township, Nimo Hlaing, Su Yee Lin’s aunt, was 
apprehended by soldiers from the Military Council.

 “She was arrested at the court. The reasons 
for her arrest are unknown,” said Phoe Thar, express-
ing uncertainty about the circumstances surrounding 
Nimo Hlaing’s arrest.

 Nimo Hlaing has been involved in politics 
since 1996 as an underground activist with the All 
Burma Federation of Student Unions (ABFSU). Addi-
tionally, she participated in the democracy movement 
during the 1988 uprising. Within the National League 
for Democracy (NLD) party, she held the position of 
youth officer in the central youth support group in Thin-
gangyun Township.

 As a result of Nimo Hlaing’s involvement in the 
1988 uprising, she served a two-year prison sentence 
in Insein prison. Furthermore, she was arrested and 
detained for her participation in the 2007 Saffron Rev-
olution, resulting in a five-year imprisonment term in 
Thayet prison, Magway region.

 “Our house was completely demolished. I sus-
tained a neck injury, and my father suffered a minor 
injury to his forehead. We are currently recovering”, 
said the injured young man.

 Currently, the Yangon to Mawlamyine road 
is still impassable. Motorcycles, small cars and other 
small vehicles can bypass the destroyed bridge by us-
ing small village roads.

 “The village roads are still accessible to small 
cars,” said the injured young man.

 Junta propaganda outlets claimed that the 
Karen National Liberation Army (KNLA) and people’s 
defence forces (PDFs) were responsible for the explo-
sion, but Mizzima has been unable to confirm this.
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Yangon. Photo: AFP
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Myanmar youth head for the 
exits or hiding
Pan Pan

PANIC  
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The recent announcement of the conscription law 
by the Military Council in Myanmar has cast a 
long shadow over the lives of young adults. Anxi-

ety and fear have become constant companions, fueled 
by the regime’s unpredictable and often brutal tactics.

 The story begins with the chilling reality of 
forced abductions. Despite the official launch date be-
ing set for April this year, reports of young men being 
snatched under the guise of “overnight guest list in-
spections” or “population census” paint a grim picture. 
This has led to a climate of cautious movement, with 
young adults afraid to venture out, especially at night.

 The panic started immediately after the Myan-
mar junta announced on 10 February the enactment of 
a military conscription law – on the books since 2010. 

 Under the military conscription law, men aged 
between 18 and 35 and women aged between 18 and 
27 are mandated to serve in the military, along with 
professional men aged between 18 and 45 and profes-
sional women aged between 18 and 35.

 One resident from North Okkalapa Township 
shares their experience: “I thought I would be caught 
that night. The electricity went off suddenly. After that, 

Lining up for a Thai visa. Photo: AFP

boys from the dormitory in our street were arrested. 
I thought I would also be arrested since my house is 
located at the top of the street. This law may mean 
that young people can be officially arrested and used 
as porters. Although they announced when they would 
start the process (in April), they have already started 
arresting people. It starts from here, North Okkalapa 
and Hlaing Tharyar (townships in Yangon). You could 
be arrested at any time, even if you are at home. I do 
not stay out late. Nothing good comes to us for staying 
late outside. This time, I will go home quickly and be 
vigilant while traveling.”

 Adding to the distress, reports emerge of junta 
soldiers exploiting the situation, extorting money during 
“guest inspections”. The census, ostensibly conducted 
for elections, fuels suspicion of ulterior motives.

OUTSIDE YANGON
 Outside Yangon, the picture is no better. In 
Lewe Town, in the Naypyidaw Union Territory, the 
regime has been pressuring communities to provide 
young men for “community security” training, essen-
tially forced military service disguised as a local initia-
tive. This constant pressure forces young people to 
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Yangon. Photo: Danny Mizo

live in a state of perpetual vigilance.

 Meanwhile, the vibrant nightlife of Yangon, 
once a refuge for young adults, has dimmed. With 
fewer people venturing out at night, the usual buzz of 
nightclubs and bars has faded. Young professionals 
hurry home before nightfall, their minds filled with anx-
iety.

 As most young adults are trying to leave the 
country en masse due to the junta’s conscription law, 
neighbouring foreign countries are reducing entry 
numbers and temporarily closing the application pro-
cess for visas, or tightening regulations.

WORKERS’ FEAR
 Fearing conscription, workers in Yangon from 
other parts of Myanmar have returned to their home-
towns causing labour shortages.

 A representative of a workers’ union estimated 
that Yangon has now lost a third of its workforce and is 
potentially facing a significant labour shortage.

 A distributor of drinking water in Yangon said: 
“As everyone is heading back home, my business has 
come to a halt. I am gathering all our water bottles 
and informing our customers that we will be temporar-
ily suspending operations until further notice, as our 
delivery personnel are also returning to their home-
towns.”

 Other people fear leaving their houses be-
cause they worry that they will be forcibly conscripted 
into the army if they go out. This means people are 
not going out to work or study. There has also been a 
big drop in the number of people applying for training 
courses in Yangon.

SOCIAL MEDIA REPORTS
 This follows social media reports of people go-
ing missing, being forced to work as porters and being 
abducted after being spiked with sedatives.

 A woman who is studying Japanese in Yangon 
said: “I’m so afraid of being drugged and abducted for 
forced labour by the military council that I don’t dare to 
attend lessons anymore. Even though I initially partic-
ipated, the attendance dropped drastically within just 
a day or two of the law being enacted. Now, I’m only 
studying at home.”

 Another woman working in Yangon said: “I 
used to socialize with friends, even when I was running 
late from work. Now, I’m constantly anxious during my 
commute. I keep checking the time to ensure I know 
when it’s safe to head home. There’s no sense of se-
curity in this country. Honestly, I really want to relocate 
abroad.”

INSPECTIONS
 According to a resident of Yangon’s South 
Dagon Township junta troops in the area are carrying 
out frequent inspections of the overnight guest lists, 
in which residents have to record the names and de-
tails of anyone staying at their home who is not a 
registered household member. 

 They said: “Recently, the scrutiny of over-
night guests has intensified compared to before. The 
administrative office is busy with personnel verifying 
guest lists for the night. They resort to physical vio-
lence without hesitation during these checks, even 
if complaints are lodged. Failure to comply with re-
porting requirements may result in arrest, leaving us 
uncertain about what the next day holds.”

 He added that during surprise inspections, 
junta troops even resorted to slapping men who 
made eye contact with them.
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EXPEDITED PASSPORT APPLICATIONS IN HAKHA NOW 
COST 3 MILLION KYATS

Since the introduction of the Myanmar Con-

scription Law, the number of passport appli-

cations in Hakha Township, Chin State has 

greatly increased, leading to long delays in the issuing 

of passports.

 Normally the application process would take 

several months. But because people want to leave the 

country following the introduction of the Conscription 

Law on 10 February 2024, there has been a massive 

surge in applications and people will have to wait six 

months or more for their passports. This means they 

will not receive their passports before the junta starts 

conscripting people after the Thingyan New Year cele-

brations in mid-April.

 Previously, before this surge in passport appli-

cations, it was possible to expedite the application pro-

cess and receive a passport within a week by paying 

brokers 150,000 kyats. Since the surge in applications, 

the price of expediting an application has soared to 3 

million kyats, (about $835 at black market exchange 

rates or about $1,430 at official Myanmar exchange 

rates) a sum well out of the reach of most normal peo-

ple in Myanmar.

 A resident of Hakha said: “There’s an urgent 

need to send my friend’s child abroad. The brokers 

mentioned that to expedite passport issuance within 

a week, we would need to pay over 3 million Myan-

mar Kyats. When I inquired about the process, the 

brokers suggested they could modify the name within 

the QR code and deliver the passport in less than a 

week. Whether it’s legitimate or not is another matter. 

All we’re concerned about is obtaining the passport. 

People from Chin State and Sagaing Region are re-

quired to pay slightly more.”

 Due to the ongoing unrest in Chin State, par-

ents who can afford it are opting to send their children 

to major Myanmar cities for training and classes. Many 

richer parents have been trying to send their children 

abroad since the Conscription Law was announced.

 According to a 22 February Bangkok Post re-

port, the Thai Embassy in Yangon received over 7,000 

visa applications in just two weeks.
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Resistance groups were active in Yangon Re-
gion during the night of 25 to 26 February 2024 
with explosions being heard in the townships 

of Mingalardon, North Okkalapa, and South Dagon.

 On 25 February between 8:00 p.m. and 9:00 
p.m., residents reported hearing two bomb explosions 
at the Za Ward Administration Office in North Okkalapa 
Township.

 “The first explosion occurred at approximately 
8:00 p.m., followed by another blast at 9:00 p.m. No 
investigations were conducted at the incident site this 
morning, 26 February. I observed a significant pres-
ence of military council troops in our vicinity last night,” 
said a Za Ward resident.

 The attack was carried out by North Okkalapa 
Township People’s Defense Force. They had planted 
three bombs at the Ward Administration Office, but one 
failed to detonate.

 A representative of North Okkalapa Township 
People’s Defense Force said: “Extensive investiga-
tions were carried out in the ward. I heard reports that 
streets were shut down and thoroughly inspected fol-
lowing the explosion. The detonation was intended to 
showcase our opposition to the military conscription 
law. However, the damage caused is still unclear.”

 Also, on 25 February, gunfire and an explosion 
were heard in South Dagon Township at about 8:30 
p.m., according to a local resident. The group respon-
sible for the explosion has not yet been identified.

 Later that night, at about 5:10 a.m. on 26 Feb-
ruary a drone strike was launched against a sentry po-
sition at the No. 1 Defence Service General Hospital in 
Mingalardon Township.

 The Dark Shadow Urban Guerrilla group 
claimed responsibility for the attack on the 1,000-bed 
Defence Service General Hospital. It said that the 
amount of damage caused by the attack is presently 
unknown, but all of the Dark Shadow fighters success-
fully retreated after the attack.

 The Dark Shadow UG also issued a statement 
telling people that it would be attacking junta targets 
and warning them to avoid areas associated with the 
junta, police stations, the Pyu Saw Htee militia, and 
individuals suspected of being military council soldiers 
dressed as civilians.

ATTACKS ON JUNTA TARGETS IN YANGON REGION

Photo: Arkar Phyo
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AID RECEIVED BY MYANMAR IN 2023 INSUFFICIENT
ACCORDING TO ANALYSIS

Though Myanmar received aid in 2023 that en-
abled help to be given to people in need it was 
insufficient according to the UN Office for the 

Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (UNOCHA) 

 In its end-of-year report on humanitarian re-
sponses in Myanmar during 2023 the UNOCHA de-
tailed what aid was distributed in Myanmar and areas 
where there was insufficient aid.

 Aid distributed in 2023 included:

 631,000 boys, girls and teachers received 
learning materials (learners’ kits + teachers’ kits) 

 726,000 people were supported to access pri-
mary health care services 

 762,000 people received overall community 
awareness raising for prevention and mitigation of 
protection risks 

 54,000 people received dignity kits 

 439,000 people reached through distribution 
of non-food items (NFIs)

 2.1 million people received food assistance 
(in-kind and/or through cash) 

 320,000 children aged 6-59 months screened 
for wasting 

 273,000 people received child protection case 
management and psychosocial support 

 445,000 people received mine action com-
munity awareness raising support for prevention and 
mitigation of protection risks 

 929,000 crisis-affected people were reached 
with hygiene items and community-tailored health and 
hygiene messages.

 But, UNOCHA contrasted these figures with a 
list of aid needs that were unmet during 2023.

 As a result of the dire humanitarian funding 

Collecting aid packages on the Myanmar-Thailand 
border. Photo: AFP
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situation (only 37 per cent of required funding received) 
report the following consequences for affected people 
whom they had planned to reach in the 2023 but were 
unable to support. 

 More than 200,000 children targeted for assis-
tance lacked access to quality educational services in 
2023, hindering their development, squandering future 
opportunity and perpetuating a cycle of disadvantage. 

 More than 1.1 million people targeted for sup-
port were left without priority life-saving health ser-
vices, disproportionately impacting maternal and child 
health, and escalating the risk of preventable disease, 
something that has potential regional implications. 

 10,000 children below five years suffering from 
Severe Acute Malnutrition (SAM) faced grave risk of 
preventable death in the absence of life-saving treat-
ment and planned support. 

 42,000 children under five years missed out on 
preventative acute malnutrition management and likely 
deteriorated to SAM, with potential consequences for 
their survival and long-term well-being. 

 311,000 children under five years faced higher 
risks of irreparable damage to their optimal growth and 

development, negatively impacting their educational 
achievement, productivity in adulthood, and the devel-
opment potential of the entire country. 

 An estimated 217,000 babies were potentially 
born with low birthweight (LBW) as a result of assis-
tance gaps and are likely to face life-long negative im-
pacts due to malnutrition experienced during their time 
in the womb. 

 410,000 children (37 per cent of the children 
targeted) were not supported with the life-saving child 
protection services planned by partners in the Human-
itarian Response Plan (HRP). 

 More than 1.2 million people (57 per cent of all 
people targeted) were left without humanitarian protec-
tion services exposing them to negative coping mech-
anisms, some of which are life-threatening (such as 
risky migration) and others have life-long consequenc-
es that are extremely difficult to reverse (such as the 
sale of productive assets and early marriage). 

 72 per cent of planned shelter activities (con-
struction, reconstruction, repair) were not implemented 
in 2023, leaving 878,000 people living without appro-
priate places to live and sleep, jeopardizing their phys-
ical and emotional well-being. 

 76 per cent of non-food item (NFI) kits planned 
for distribution were not delivered, leaving 927,000 
people without core relief items they need to survive 
with dignity such as beds, mats, cooking utensils and 
clothes. 

 352,000 displaced people were left without 
camp coordination assistance and protection services 
including service monitoring on the need for repairs 
and replacement infrastructure, camp management, 
coordination with camp actors and IDPs. 

 At least 832,000 people did not receive ade-
quate support to cover their most urgent hygiene and 
sanitation needs, likely impacting their health status. 

 Access to safe drinking water was not provid-
ed to 672,000 people who had been targeted for sup-
port with water, sanitation and hygiene issues (WASH). 

 Nearly three years since the military takeover, 
the crisis in Myanmar risks becoming a forgotten emer-
gency with catastrophic implications for the well-being 
of millions of people and for regional security if 2023 
funding levels are repeated in 2024, says UNOCHA.

 As of 31 January 2024, funding against the 
2023 Myanmar Humanitarian Response Plan had 
reached $324 million which is only 37 per cent of the 
requested funding, leaving a significant $563 million 
funding gap. Urgent attention and a substantial in-
crease in financial support for both humanitarian and 
development actors are imperative to bridge this gap in 
2024. 
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USAID EDUCATION PROGRAM

U.S. CHARGÉ D’AFFAIRES IN YANGON STRESSES
IMPORTANCE OF EDUCATION SCHOLARSHIPS FOR

MYANMAR STUDENTS 

U.S. Chargé d’Affaires in Yangon Ms Susan 

Stevenson says she hopes USAID’S Diver-

sity and Inclusion Scholarship Program for 

Myanmar students will go some way to preventing an-

other “lost generation” of Myanmar youth.

 Speaking at a 29 February press conference 

in Bangkok, Ms Stevenson stressed the importance 

of diversity and inclusivity and the importance of the 

regional interaction opportunities presented by the 

program as Myanmar youth face a crisis. 

 “What struck me is the number of young peo-

ple who should be in secondary school or universities 

who because of circumstances are now outside their 

formal education, uncertain about what their future 

might bring,” she told the press conference. “And so 

the idea of having a scholarship to be able to study be-

cause they don’t necessarily feel that they can study 

at their existing institutions in Yangon, or in Myanmar 

in general, is very important.”

 The Diversity and Inclusion Scholarship Pro-

gram through USAID is a five-year initiative that will 

provide scholarships for over 1,000 students from 

Myanmar to pursue higher education opportunities 

in south and southeast Asia. With a focus on Myan-

mar’s most marginalized and vulnerable people, this 

scholarship will foster academic excellence, strength-

US Chargé d’Affaires in Yangon Ms Susan Stevenson, 
right, at the event. Photo: Mizzima
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en the overall educational landscape of Myanmar, and 

empower the next generation of leaders to contribute 

meaningfully to their communities.

 “We remember the difficulties at the universi-

ties in the 1990s (in Myanmar), where students could 

take up to a decade to finish their graduate degree,” Ms 

Stevenson said. “Myanmar is very much in danger in 

confronting another lost generation without support.”

 She noted that there are private institutions in 

Myanmar and there are scholarships and other assis-

tance from the international community, that comple-

ment the USAID initiative.  

 “The young people in Myanmar today are fac-

ing very complex challenges. Not only have they been 

wrestling with complex challenges and whether to con-

tinue their studies in the country, because they have 

seen a lot of the teachers, staff and professors walk 

out and leave their jobs and that means thousands of 

teachers and tens of thousands of students. What we 

want is to make sure they have those opportunities to 

continue higher education to the best of their abilities 

to maximize not only their own futures but the future of 

their country. And so this Diversity and Inclusion Schol-

arship Program is one way the United States is trying 

to help. The youth of Myanmar have not given up and 

so we don’t want to give up on them. So this is a tangi-

ble part of the United States commitment to supporting 

the people of Myanmar in their pursuit of other oppor-

tunities.”

 The U.S. Chargé d’Affaires noted that the U.S. 

embassy had been in Yangon for 76 years and that the 

U.S. government remains committed to the betterment 

of the country through their engagement with the peo-

ple.

 She said that working directly with the students 

is a big source of pride. And this scholarship is only one 

of the ways they have been helping. This is in addition 

to the Lincoln Scholarship Program that is a very im-

portant initiative by USAID so students can study grad-

uate programs in the United States. 

 “This diversity and inclusion program is going 

to focus on less advantaged youth in Myanmar and 

aims to give them opportunities to study in Thailand, 

Indonesia, the Philippines and Cambodia and virtually 

with the University of Arizona in the United States. My 

presence speaks to the importance of the embassy in 

Yangon to this program,” Ms Stevenson added.

 During the press conference it was noted that 

this was a $45 million program that includes $8 million 

in educational grants, and that the program was under-

way, with the first cohorts signed up for scholarships. 

The idea for the program is to study and at the end of 

the study the expectation is that the students would go 

back to Myanmar, so they don’t have any negotiations 

over job opportunities or any other educational oppor-

tunities,

 Burmese students already in Thailand are el-

igible to apply for scholarships and are called on to 

check the program’s website for instructions. 

 Myanmar’s education matters for the country, 

and the program puts particular emphasis on certain 

fields like engineering and health. 

 There may be students who are unable to take 

part in the normal application process, whereas study-

ing online gives them the opportunity to get an educa-

tion through a different vehicle. 

 The program offers students the opportunity 

for regional integration – and it is open to all, including 

those with disabilities and sexual minorities. 

 The universities involved are making special 

efforts to accommodate students from Myanmar and 

give them a “great welcome”. It is a great way to make 

sure everybody is included and everybody has an op-

portunity to get an education. 
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NUG AMBASSADOR TO THE CZECH REPUBLIC RECEIVES 
DIPLOMATIC SERVICE MEDAL

Irish news agency, Diplomacy in Ireland – The Euro-

pean Diplomat, has awarded a Diplomatic Service 

Medal with Honours to Mr. Linn Thant, Ambassador 

of the National Unity Government (NUG) Ambassador 

to the Czech Republic.

 Speaking from Dublin, Dr. Miceál O’Hurley, 

the Editor-in-Chief of Diplomacy in Ireland – The Euro-

pean Diplomat stated, “Ambassador Linn Thant’s con-

tribution to the advancement of democracy and up-

holding the dignity of the people of Myanmar as they 

endure more than 3-years of the latest military junta 

who is waging war on its own people has been exem-

plary.  His Excellency’s contribution to bettering Eu-

rope’s understanding of the people of Myanmar and 

working towards the recognition and accreditation of 

the National Unity Government across Europe speaks 

to the shared values and ever-closer unity between 

Europeans and the democratic people of Myanmar”.

 Diplomacy in Ireland – The European Diplo-

mat was founded in 2021 to focus on the truly interna-

tional aspects of the Irish role in international affairs, 

foreign relations and diplomacy as well as covering 

international diplomats accredited to Ireland and the 

European Union.   Within the context of reporting on 

international events, Diplomacy in Ireland – The Euro-

pean Diplomat provides original interviews with news-

makers, research, writing and reporting on issues that 

effect the diplomatic community around the globe. 

Linn Thant, right, shakes hands with Czech Hayato 
Okamura.
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 According to the NUG, U Linn Thant was 

born into an Anglo-Indian Burmese family in central 

Myanmar in the 1960s. He studied in the government 

schools of Burma, as well as in the Christian mission 

schools founded by his grandfather, a British citizen. 

 He actively participated in social organisations 

as a child. After graduating from high school in basic 

education he studied civil engineering. He actively par-

ticipated in the 1988 democracy movement at that time 

in the Ba.Ka.Tha organization (The All Burma Federa-

tion of Student Unions – ABFFSU). 

 After the 1988 military coup, he went into hid-

ing and became active member of the ABSDF. He was 

arrested at the ABSDF mission in Rangoon and sen-

tenced to death by a military court on 25 May 1990.

 After about 3 years on death row at Insein Pris-

on. The death sentence was replaced by a life sen-

tence of 20 years in 1993 under the SLORC junta’s 

amnesty order celebrating the foundation of the Na-

tional Assembly. 

 In 1997, he was transferred from Insein Prison 

to Thayet Prison. He was released from Thayet prison 

at the end of 2008. After being released from prison, 

he reunited the network of 88 generation students. He 

also organised an educational network for political ac-

tivism.

 Then, after leaving Myanmar while being hunt-

ed by the military intelligence in a case related to pho-

tos being taken in a prison, he lived in Thailand and 

worked as an English teacher at the Thinking Class-

room Foundation and started working in 2010 as a re-

porter and commentator at the Irrawaddy news agency 

based in Chiang Mai, Thailand. 

 In 2011, he received political asylum in the 

Czech Republic and returned to Thailand to continue 

working at the Irrawaddy news agency. In 2015, he 

moved from Thailand to the Czech Republic and wrote 

weekly political and business reviews on Myanmar and 

Asia for the Denik Referendum newspaper based in 

Brno, in the Czech Republic. 

 In addition, he taught English and Mindful-

ness in the Czech Republic’s preschool and the Cen-

ter for Modern Education’s elementary and secondary 

schools. 

 Since 2018, he has been engaged in the busi-

ness of importing Burmese coffee from Burma and dis-

tributing it in the Czech Republic and Europe.

 On 24 April 2021, he was appointed as the rep-

resentative of the NUG in the Czech Republic.

 As a representative, he is actively working for 

the NUG in the Czech Republic and European coun-

tries. He is serving as a representative of the NUG 

based in the Czech Republic in the implementation of 

NUG’s foreign policies, including the recognition of the 

National Unity Government to other partner countries.
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THAILAND SHOULD GRAB A ‘RARE OPPORTUNITY’ FROM 
INFLUX OF MYANMAR YOUTH: BURIN KANTABUTRA

BURIN KANTABUTRA

Thailand should act quickly to turn the imminent 

flood of Myanmar refugees into a once-in-a-

lifetime opportunity to slow down our becom-

ing a hyper-aging society. The Tatmadaw’s surprise 

announcement of military conscription of males aged 

18-35, females 18-27, and professionals like medical 

doctors and engineers is proof positive that the gen-

eral public despises their military, which has failed to 

govern even at gunpoint. Our embassy has said that it 

will accept only 400 visa applications daily - clear evi-

dence that those in their most productive life stage are 

fleeing being forced to kill their countrymen. 

 Once conscription starts next month, Myan-

mar youth will flood here (to Thailand). Our porous 

border cannot realistically be sealed off. We can force 

the refugees back to be killed or imprisoned by the Tat-

madaw, jail them in prison camps - or help them to help 

us develop economically, in a win-win solution. As of 

2023, we were among the fastest aging countries glob-

ally, with about 20% of Thais being over 60 years old. 

By 2040, more than 25% of us will be over 65 years 

old, increasing the burden on our youth. The able-bod-

ied Myanmar youth and professionals are exactly of 

the right age to boost our productivity quickly - aiding 

both them and us.

 We should triple our embassy’s visa appli-

cation quota and aid the refugees to find jobs here, 

with an acculturation program based on that of the US 

Peace Corps. We should have a merit-based path to 

citizenship encouraging them to aid us over the long 

term. This is an excellent opportunity for (Thai prime 

minister) Sreetha (Thavisin) to have concrete, feasible 

accomplishments - but he must move like lightning.  

This letter was sent to the Bangkok Post by the 
Thai economist and previous member of the Thai 

parliament, Burin Kantabutra. 
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12 ATTACKS ON MYANMAR HEALTHCARE PROVIDERS 
DURING TWO WEEKS IN FEBRUARY

There have been 12 incidents of attacks on 

healthcare providers in Myanmar two weeks 

between 5 and 20 February, according to the 

humanitarian data aggregation organisation, Insecu-

rity Insight.

 Below is a list of the reported incidents collat-

ed by Insecurity Insight.

 5 February 2024: In See Mi So Dar village, 

Mya Le village tract, Demoso Township and district, a 

makeshift clinic was damaged by bombs dropped by 

the Myanmar military aircrafts. Two community-fund-

ed schools in nearby villages were also damaged, 

killing four children. Sources: Independent Mon News 

Agency and Irrawaddy

 9 February 2024: In Koke Ko Kone Village and 

village tract, Kawlin Township and district, Sagaing 

Region, a station hospital was damaged by bombs 

dropped by the Myanmar military aircraft. Sources: 

Myaelatt Athan and Myanmar Pressphoto Agency

 9 February 2024: In Kawlin Town, township 

and district, Sagaing Region, a township hospital, a 

school, and a general administrative office were used 

as battlegrounds during armed clashes between the 

Myanmar military and local resistance forces. Source: 

Myaelatt Athan

 9 February 2024: In Kawlin Town, township 

and district, Sagaing Region, a  township hospital was 

damaged by bombs dropped by Myanmar military air-

Doing a medical checkup in a clinic. Photo: EPA
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crafts. The hospital was not functioning due to the in-

crease in armed clashes in the area since November 

2023. Sources: Facebook, Mandalay Free Press and 

VOA Burmese

 As reported on 09 February 2024: In Myauk 

Khin Yan Village and village tract, Gangaw Township 

and district, Magway Region, a station hospital was 

used as an interrogation centre by the junta militia. 

Source: Myanmar Pressphoto Agency

 As reported on 10 February 2024: In Aung Zay 

Ya Village, Hpai Lin Village Tract, Tamu Township and 

district, Sagaing Region, a sub-rural health centre and 

a school were damaged, reportedly by air bombard-

ment by the Myanmar military. Hundreds of houses 

were also torched. There were armed clashes between 

the Myanmar military and local resistance forces in 

this village in December 2023 and there were a few 

airstrikes in that month. The damages were observed 

only in February 2024 after local resistance forces had 

overrun the town. Source: Zalen

  10 February 2024: In Maungdaw Town, town-

ship and district, Rakhine State, 16 UN and INGOs, of 

which many used to offer health services, left the town 

due to heightened armed clashes between the Myan-

mar military and the Arakan Army in the area. At the 

time of the report, only three INGOs remained in the 

town. Source: Narinjara

 11 February 2024: In Salingyi Town and town-

ship, Yinmabin District, Sagaing Region, a non-func-

tioning township hospital occupied by the junta soldiers 

and their family members was attacked with armed 

drones and small arms by local resistance forces, re-

portedly killing at least three junta soldiers and injuring 

at least seven. Sources: Mizzima and Myanmar Press-

photo Agency

 As reported on 11 February 2024: In Ramree 

Town and township, Kyaukpyu District, Rakhine State, 

a township hospital was no longer attended by doc-

tors and nurses due to armed clashes in the town and 

surrounding area for two months. Source: Democratic 

Voice of Burma

 15 February 2024: In Si Au Village and village 

tract, Mansi Township, Bhamo District, Kachin State, a 

sub-rural health centre and a house were damaged by 

bombs dropped by Myanmar military aircraft. Sources: 

Facebook and Mekong News

 16 February 2024: In San Myo Village, Lel Gyi 

Village Tract, Gangaw Township and district, Magway 

Region, a sub-rural health centre and a school were 

torched by the Myanmar military. Source: Khit Thit Me-

dia

 20 February 2024: In Ramree town and town-

ship, Kyaukpyu district, Rakhine State, a township hos-

pital was severely damaged due to the bombs dropped 

by Myanmar military aircraft. A market, a convent and 

civilian houses were also damaged. Sources: Demo-

cratic Voice of Burma, Narinjara and People’s Spring.
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JUNTA VIOLENCE FORCES 6,000 TO FLEE MONG MIT 
TOWN AREA IN SHAN STATE

Over 6,000 local residents have fled from Mong 
Mit Town and surrounding villages due to air-
strikes, shelling and abuses by SAC troops 

which killed twenty-seven civilians, injured twelve and 
incinerated large sections of the town between 1 Janu-
ary 1 and 2 February 2024.

 The details of the attacks, in an area important 
to the junta due to Mong Mit being close to a gold min-
ing area and the site of a planned dam, were revealed 
in an extensively researched report by the Shan Hu-
man Rights Foundation (SHRF).

 According to SHRF, of the civilians killed, 17 
were executed by troops of SAC Infantry Division (ID) 
99, trucked into Mong Mit from Mandalay on 2 January, 
after resistance forces of the Kachin Independence 
Army (KIA), All Burma Students’ Democratic Front 
(ABSDF), PDF and Ta’ang National Liberation Army 
(TNLA) began operations to try and seize the town. 

 The SAC troops shot dead villagers in their 
homes or in the jungle; some bodies were burned; two 
teenagers were beheaded. One woman was gang-
raped before being shot – one of three incidents of 
gang-rape committed by the ID 99 troops in and near 
Mong Mit Town. 

 The ID 99 troops also carried out looting and 
arson on a large scale, torching over 150 houses as 
collective punishment after resistance forces retreated 
from the town on 27 January. 

 Over 4,000 IDPs are sheltering in outlying 
villages, farmlands and forests of Mong Mit, while 
about 2,000 have fled to Mandalay, Pyin Oo Lwin and 
Kyaukme. Even though fighting has died down since 
the end of January, the IDPs dare not return home as 
ID 99 troops remain camped in buildings across the 
town. 

 Given the strategic importance of Mong Mit -- 
a wealthy mining hub and gateway from northern Shan 
State into Mandalay -- it is unlikely the SAC will scale 
back its forces there in the near future. 

 The northern edge of Mong Mit township is 

also the location of the planned Shweli 3 dam, a $1.5 
billion hydropower project revived by the SAC in 2023 
– with an as yet undisclosed investor -- following the 
pull-out of France’s EDF from the project in 2021 after 
the coup. 

 Details of airstrikes, shelling, looting and arson 
by SAC troops:

 Resistance forces began attacking SAC out-
posts east of Mong Mit Town at the beginning of Janu-
ary. 

 On 1 January over 100 KIA, ABSDF and PDF 
soldiers attacked SAC IB 276 troops based near Man 
Pat Village, about 12 kilometers southeast of the town. 

 On 2 January, TNLA forces attacked SAC 
troops based at Jang Kang village on the Nam Mit riv-
er, five kilometers northeast of the town. 

 SAC troops responded by shelling indiscrim-
inately from their bases near the town, and bringing 
in reinforcements from Mandalay. On the evening of 2 
January, three military trucks carrying about 200 troops 
from ID 99 arrived in Mong Mit, where they separated 
into groups, some staying in the town and some along 
the Nam Mit River. 

 From 3 to 9 January, the TNLA carried out at-
tacks east of Mong Mit town, and SAC troops respond-
ed with airstrikes and shelling which injured two farm-
ers and damaged several houses. 

 On 8 January, KIA, ABSDF and PDF forc-
es seized a SAC IB 276 outpost at Myitsone Village, 
about 20 km north of Mong Mit Town, at the conflu-
ence of the Shweli and Nam Mit rivers on the border of 
Mabein Township. 

 From 11 to 12 January, SAC troops continued 
shelling indiscriminately northwards from their bases 
near Mong Mit Town, killing two villagers, injuring a 
young boy, and damaging a temple and ten houses in 
Ohn Kyaw Mai Village. 

 On the evening of 18 January, joint KIA, 
ABSDF and PDF forces launched an attack on the 
SAC tactical post south of Mong Mit Town and on the 
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main police station. In response, two SAC jet fighters 
bombed indiscriminately around the town, killing one 
man, injuring one woman and four children, and dam-
aging two temples and twenty houses. 

 On 19 January, KIA and allied troops seized 
Mong Mit Police Station. That night, at 7:00 pm, Mong 
Mit market was burned to ashes by an SAC airstrike, 
destroying a large amount of civilian property. The 
fire lasted for several hours. At midnight, SAC ground 
troops entered the Pauk Pin Tan quarter and looted 
possessions from about 40 houses whose residents 
had fled due to the fighting. On that day, all communi-
cations, including internet and phone lines, were cut by 
the authorities. 

 On 20 January the SAC again launched air-
strikes over Mong Mit Town, killing six civilians, includ-
ing four women. 

 Fighting between the SAC and joint KIA forces 
continued in and around Mong Mit Town until 27 Janu-
ary, when KIA and allied troops were forced to withdraw 
to Shwe Jali and Ohn Kyaw Mai villages north of the 
town. The SAC then shelled and dropped incendiary 
bombs on these villages, causing about 200 houses to 
burn down. 

 At 4:00 pm on 27 January, SAC troops entered 
Let Kok Tan quarter, looted possessions from about 50 
houses, then burned the houses down. Over the next 
six days, SAC troops continued looting and burning 
down houses in the southern quarter of Mong Mit town, 
torching a further 100 houses. 

 Details of extrajudicial killing and sexual vio-
lence by SAC troops:

 Seventeen villagers were killed by SAC ID 
99 troops patrolling through the outskirts of Mong Mit 
Town between 19 January and 2 February. Most of the 
victims were male villagers who had stayed behind to 
look after their houses when other family members 
fled. 

 In Shwe Jali Village alone, seven men were 
shot dead; two were burned after being shot. In Kyi 
Taw Su quarter, five men and one woman were shot 
dead; the men were tied up before being shot; the 
woman’s body was burned. 

 The ID 99 troops also mutilated the bodies of 
those killed. Two male teenagers were found behead-

ed near the bridge at the entrance to Mong Mit Town. 

 There were three incidents of gang-rape by 
SAC ID 99 troops. On 19 January, at 4:00 am, three 
SAC soldiers entered a house in Ywa Daw Lay quarter, 
on the western edge of the town, and gang-raped a 
24-year-old woman in her bed, while threatening other 
family members at gunpoint. 

 On 20 January, a group of SAC troops came 
across a couple who had returned from hiding in the 
jungle to feed their cattle in the village of Ohn Kyaw 
Mai. They shot dead the husband, raped his wife and 
then shot her dead in the throat. 

 On 26 January, five SAC troops gang-raped a 
32-year-old woman hiding in the forest near Shwe Jali 
village, leaving her severely injured. 

 There was also an attempt at sexual violence 
by SAC troops on 21 January, when they found a 
group of villagers fleeing Thayetdaw Village, among 
whom were four young women. The troops ordered the 
young women to stay behind, clearly intending to sex-
ually abuse them. However, fortunately, a male villager 
argued with the troops, enabling the women to escape, 
but he was then tied up and badly beaten by the troops. 
It is not known if he survived.

 Details of displacement:

 After the SAC began shelling and bombing 
villages around Mong Mit Town at the start of Janu-
ary, villagers fled to take refuge in temples in the town, 
as well as to outlying villages, farmlands and forests. 
When fighting spread into the town, town residents 
fled to take refuge outside the town. Nearly 2,000 also 
fled outside the township, to Mandalay, as well as to 
Kyaukme and Pyin Oo Lwin townships. 

 Even though fighting died down at the end of 
January, the displaced villagers are still too afraid to re-
turn home, due to the ongoing presence of SAC troops 
camped around the town. 
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JUNTA CAPTAIN CONFESSES TO ORDERING MURDER OF 
SEVEN PRISONERS IN RAKHINE STATE

A junta army captain confessed to ordering the 
murder of seven Rakhine prisoners, including 
the famous Rakhine singer Phoe La Pyae and 

the journalist Phoe Thiha, in a video released by the 
Arakan Army (AA).

 The seven prisoners were being held at the 
Light Infantry Battalion (LIB) 378 base in Mrauk-U 
Town, Rakhine State. They were executed in a bomb 
shelter at the clinic on the base, at about 2:00 pm on 

23 January 2024 and their bodies were then secretly 
buried.

 The crimes were uncovered after the AA took 
control of the LIB 378 base on the morning of 5 Febru-
ary.

 According to Captain Arkar Myint’s video con-
fession, the LIB 378 commander, Major Thein Htike 
Soe, ordered him to kill the prisoners.

Captain Arkar Myint offers a confession on video. 
Photo: Video screenshot
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 Captain Arkar Myint claimed that the order had 
been relayed to him by Lance Corporal Than Aung and 
his subordinate, Maung Maung. 

 In the video he said: “That order was given 
by Major Thein Htike Soe, an LIB 378 company com-
mander who was getting medical treatment for an in-
jury at the LIB 377 clinic. It was to execute the sev-
en prisoners, including Phoe La Pyae, who had been 
transferred from the District Police station to LIB 378.”

 After receiving the order Captain Arakar My-
int told District Police Chief Khin Maung Soe, who was 
also stationed at the LIB 378 base, about the order. 
The Police Chief said he would deal with the conse-
quences of the murders.

 Captain Arakar Myint then told Lance Corpo-
ral Than Aung about the orders. The Lance Corporal 
suggested that they shoot the prisoners in the bomb 
shelter. 

 Captain Arakar Myint then gave Lance Corpo-
ral Than Aung the keys to the prisoners’ cells and or-
dered him to shoot the prisoners and then to properly 
bury the bodies.

 Describing what happened on the video, Cap-
tain Arakar Myint said: “Lance Corporal Than Aung 
and his team took the seven prisoners, including Phoe 
La Pyae, with their eyes covered by clothes and their 
hands chained. The team took them through the back 
road of the central outposts to the basement of the clin-
ic. After 15 minutes I heard seven to eight gunshots. 15 
minutes later Lance Corporal Than Aung and his team 
returned to the centre outpost and reported that they 
had completed the order.”

 The next day Major Thein Htike Soe and Dis-
trict Police Chief Khin Maung Soe lied to the LIB 378 
Company Commander, Min Min Tun and told him that 
the seven prisoners had died in a bomb explosion.

 In the video Captain Arkar Myint said that he 
had followed “orders from above” against his will and 
apologised to his victims’ families.

 He said: “I sincerely apologise to the family 
members of the deceased and all the people of Ara-
kan [Rakhine State] and feel saddened. Therefore, we 
acknowledge our guilt for committing these crimes and 
will willingly accept the punishment that the people of 
Arakan will give us.”

 The seven victims were named as: Rakhine 
singer Kyaw Zan Wai, also known as Phoe La Pyae; 
journalist Myat Thu Tun, also known as Phoe Thiha; 
Kyaw Thein Hlaing, Kyaw Win Hlaing, Ko Nyunt, Win 
Naing, and Pyae Sone Win.

 They were detained in late 2023 and at first 
were held at Mrauk-U District Police Station before be-
ing transferred to the LIB 378 base on 24 December 
2023, according to sources.

 The AA has vowed that the perpetrators of war 
crimes such as this will be punished and that justice 
will be pursued for the victims of war crimes and their 
families.
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There were at least 40 instances of financial 

fraud committed against Myanmar citizens in 

Japan trying to send money home. 

 These were the number of financial crimes re-

ported to the Federation of Workers’ Union of Burmese 

Citizens in Japan (FWUBC), but the real number af-

fected by financial crimes may well be higher accord-

ing to the federation’s chairman,  Myint Swe.

 He said: “We’ve seen numerous cases of 

fraud, with approximately 40 reported just in the past 

year. Additionally, six major crimes have been brought 

to our attention. However, it’s important to note that 

this is the extent of the information we currently have; 

there could be more cases out there.”

 Myanmar citizens trying to send money back 

to Myanmar have been defrauded by dishonest mon-

ey brokers who just keep the money given to them in-

stead of sending it to Myanmar.

 The brokers send the money back using the 

informal Hawal system rather than official channels 

because it offers much better exchange rates, about 

3,500 kyats per US dollar (USD) as opposed to the 

official exchange rate of 2,100 kyats per USD. 

 The money is not sent across borders. In-

stead, brokers match up people in Japan who want to 

send kyats to Myanmar with people who want to send 

yen to Japan, for instance, Myanmar importers who 

want to buy Japanese goods. 

 Once that is done, the Myanmar broker pays 

the kyats given to him by the importer to the worker’s 

representative in Myanmar and the Japanese broker 

pays the yen given to him by the worker to the import-

er’s representatives in Japan.

 Financial fraud has been occurring when Jap-

anese brokers take Myanmar workers’ money and just 

keep it instead of matching them up to people who 

want to exchange kyats for yen.

 According to a statement from the Japanese 

Immigration Office, as of the June 2023 census, ap-

proximately 70,000 Myanmar nationals are employed 

in Japan.

MYANMAR WORKERS SENDING MONEY HOME FROM
JAPAN DEFRAUDED AT LEAST 40 TIMES IN 2023

Tokyo. Photo: Jazael Malgoza
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THAILAND’S BORDER TRADE WITH MYANMAR DOWN, DUE 
TO CONFLICT

Thailand’s border trade is expected to slow 

down this year due to the ongoing political 

conflict in Myanmar and economic problems in 

other neighbouring countries, according to the Federa-

tion of Thai Industries (FTI).

 “We trade with these countries which currently 

face challenges to their economic growth,” said Montri 

Mahaplerkpong, vice-chairman of the FTI.

 The challenges include attempts to deal with 

an anti-government insurgency in Myanmar and neg-

ative economic factors, including high inflation and 

household debt problems in other countries, he added.

 Border trade volumes with most of these coun-

tries have already dropped, with trade with Myanmar 

decreasing by 11.1%, trade with Malaysia falling by 

11.7% and trade with Cambodia diving by 19.2%.

 Thailand sees its trade with Laos rising by 

1.16%.

 According to Mr Montri, the neighbouring 

countries also face the problem of an influx of cheap 

Chinese products into their countries, affecting local 

manufacturers.

 Thailand is struggling to deal with this prob-

lem that has hit its manufacturing sector. The FTI said 

earlier that up to 20 industrial sectors, including steel, 

aluminium, plastics, ceramics, petrochemicals and 

medicine, are struggling to deal with tougher compe-

tition, with small and medium-sized enterprises being 

the most negatively affected.

 The FTI suggested that Thai exporters use the 

baht as a key exchange currency for their trade with 

neighbouring countries. “The baht value is financially 

healthier than Myanmar’s kyat, Laos’s kip and Cam-

bodia’s rial, which are weak and prone to fluctuations,” 

said Mr Montri.

The traders said that they had to suspend their export 

of agricultural produce as there were difficulties and 

hurdles in transporting these goods to the Thai-Myan-

mar border trade zone and the Military Council’s in-

creased commercial taxes on their goods.

 The Thai-Myanmar border trade fell sharply 

after the military coup because of political instability 

and transportation difficulties.

 Myanmar mainly exports agricultural produce 

and fishery products to Thailand through border trade.

 The Thai-Myanmar border trade is being con-

ducted at the border trade zones of Tachileik, Kaw-

thaung, Myeik, Htekhee, Mawtaung and Mae Sae.
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Three years of military rule in Myanmar have 
inflicted unbearable cruelty, leaving people 
trapped in an unending nightmare as the con-

flict spreads, the UN human rights chief said Friday 
last week.

 The junta is crushing all forms of dissent with 
total impunity, Volker Turk told the UN Human Rights 
Council, urging the United Nations’ top rights body and 
countries to focus on preventing further atrocities.

 “The human rights situation in Myanmar has 
morphed into a never-ending nightmare, away from 
the spotlight of global politics,” Turk said.

 “Armed conflict has escalated and spread to 
nearly every corner of the country. Three years of mil-
itary rule have inflicted -- and continue to inflict -- un-
bearable levels of suffering and cruelty on people in 
Myanmar.”

 He said the junta was cracking down on any 
opposition with “total abuse of power”, while develop-
ment in the southeast Asian nation was now in freefall.

 The junta came to power in the February 2021 
coup that ousted Aung San Suu Kyi’s democratical-
ly-elected government, ending a 10-year experiment 
with democracy and plunging the country into bloody 
turmoil.

 The junta is struggling to crush resistance to 
its rule by long-established ethnic rebel groups and 
newer pro-democracy People’s Defence Forces.

 Turk told the council that credible sources had 
verified that over 4,603 civilians, including 659 women 
and 490 children, had been killed by the military since 
February 2021.

 “The actual toll is almost certainly much high-
er,” he noted.

 He said around 400 civilians, including 113 
women, had been burnt -- either alive or after being 
executed.

 Turk said the violence had intensified since 
late October, when ethnic armed groups launched co-
ordinated attacks, triggering punishing retaliation from 
the military.

 He said that in January, 145 out of 232 verified 
civilian deaths were attributable to air strikes and artil-
lery attacks as the military increasingly directs its jets 
on towns and cities.

 “This is horrific,” said Turk.

 “For the last three years, people in Myanmar 
have sacrificed everything, and kept alive their aspira-
tions for a better and safer future.

 “They need the entire international community 
to support them.”

AFP

MYANMAR NOW A ‘NEVER-ENDING’ NIGHTMARE: UN

Mr Volker Turk. Photo: AFP
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CHINA FOCUS

SECURITY, ECONOMY IN FOCUS AT KEY CHINA MEETINGS 

China’s top officials hold an annual gathering 
this week, offering a rare window into the rul-
ing Communist Party’s thinking as it tightens 

its grip in the face of dire economic headwinds.

 From a protracted property crisis to waning 
domestic spending, China’s lawmakers face a litany 
of challenges as they hold their “Two Sessions”.

 The meetings are not expected to see the un-
veiling of big-ticket bailouts that experts say are need-
ed to get the economy back on track.

 Instead, they will continue a path of “elevat-
ing national security measures on all fronts”, Ho-fung 
Hung, a professor of Political Economy at Johns Hop-
kins University, told AFP.

 “It will not help the economy but could help 
the party-state weather the storm of the economic cri-
sis,” he said.

 Smaller-scale investments in science and 

technology, as well as steps to lift China’s debt-bat-
tered property market, could be on the agenda.

 However, Neil Thomas, an analyst on Chi-
nese politics at the Asia Society, said President Xi Jin-
ping “seems relatively unfazed by his country’s recent 
growth struggles”.

 “I do not expect major shifts on core economic 
issues,” he told AFP.

 Meticulously choreographed and staged over 
more than a week, the most important of the “Two 
Sessions” is the National People’s Congress (NPC), 
China’s legislature, beginning Tuesday in Beijing’s 
Great Hall of the People.

 The Chinese People’s Political Consultative 
Conference, the first of the sessions, begins on Mon-
day but is generally overshadowed by the NPC.

 Thousands of delegates from across the 
country convene for the sessions to approve bills, 

Beijing. Photo: Ling Tang
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budgets and personnel moves every year.

 First on the agenda will be Premier Li Qiang’s 
announcement of China’s GDP growth goal for 2024 
-- broadly expected to remain around five percent.

 “The GDP target will likely err on the side of 
caution without conceding how large the pressures on 
the economy are,” Diana Choyleva, chief economist at 
Enodo Economics, told AFP.

 Beijing has for years been reluctant to confront 
those pressures head-on with a major bailout, fearful of 
putting too much pressure on fragile state coffers.

 Analysts don’t see any reason to think that will 
change soon.

 “Investors and consumers are looking for mea-
sures that can restore their confidence,” Choyleva said.

 “But the government’s focus on preventing in-
creased economic risk and improving security will not 
allow for the kind of measures that will immediately in-
crease positivity,” she said.

LIMITED POWERS
 The NPC serves as a “crucial networking 

event, where thousands of powerful individuals from 
around China meet and discuss politics”, according to 
analyst Nis Grunberg.

 On paper, it wields little actual power.

 All major decisions will have been made weeks 
before in closed-door meetings of the Communist Par-
ty, far from the international media’s cameras.

 “It has never rejected any bill, budget, report, 
or nomination put before it,” Changhao Wei, a Fellow 
at the Paul Tsai China Center of Yale Law School and 
founder of the NPC Observer website, said of the con-
gress.

 However, the topics that are up for discussion 
and the tone of the speeches allow for key insights into 
what’s keeping China’s rulers up at night.

 High among those worries are national de-
fence and security. An increase in China’s military bud-
get, which is second only to the United States, is also 
expected on Tuesday.

 Beijing revised a law dramatically expanding 
its definition of espionage last year and conducted 
raids on a string of big-name consulting, research and 
due diligence firms.

 The legislature’s top body approved a broad 
and vaguely worded revision to China’s state secrets 
law in the run-up to the NPC that was “a clear signal of 
security’s importance for this year’s governance agen-
da”, Choyleva of Enodo Economics said.

 Given the choice between deep reforms to 
restart economic growth and efforts to strengthen the 
state’s power, analysts say China’s policymakers have 
little room for manoeuvre.

 “Beijing will not budge on its control and secu-
rity-first approach,” analyst Grunberg said.

 “Everyone should ask themselves: when did 
Xi last compromise on control in favour of economic 
growth, let alone liberal reform?”

AFP
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‘HOPE IS RARE NOW IN MYANMAR’, UN HUMAN 
RIGHTS COUNCIL HEARS

The Myanmar military has continuously used 
arbitrary lethal violence against its own 
people amid an expanding humanitarian 

emergency, and a worsening economic crisis, the 
UN rights chief told the Human Rights Council last 
week.

 “Hope is rare now in Myanmar,” said UN 
High Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR) 
Volker Türk said, calling for robust support for its 
citizens under fire.

 “The disregard and contempt for human life 
and human rights that are continuously demon-
strated by the military, constitute an outrage to the 
conscience of humanity,” he said.

 The latest report, covering the period 
between 1 February 2022 to 23 January this year, 
details a number of incidents in which thousands 

COMMENTARY

were detained, hundreds of houses were burned, 
and dozens of people, including children, were 
killed by shelling and military raids.

Villages set ablaze

 In the second year following the coup, the 
military has increased airstrikes against civilian 
locations by 141 per cent, and the incidence of 
homes and neighbourhoods being set ablaze have 
risen by 380 per cent.

 UN colleagues indicated that since the mil-
itary takeover, some 39,000 structures have been 
burned in villages and towns where the military 
has operated, he said. Satellite images confirm that 
numerous incidents have involved destruction of 
entire villages, while other communities have been 
set on fire on multiple occasions.

 “People who are unable to flee, risk being 
burned to death,” he said. “Those who can escape 
– over 1.3 million people displaced since the coup 
was launched – face destitution.”

Deaths, torture in military custody

 Credible sources have verified that at least 

Photo: UN News

WITH EYES ON GAZA, UKRAINE, UN CHIEF LAUNCHES 
RIGHTS PROTECTION PLEDGE

An all-out Israeli offensive on Rafah would spell 
the end for UN-led humanitarian relief to the 
people of Gaza, UN Secretary-General Antó-

nio Guterres warned on Monday, in a wide-ranging 
call to the international community to fulfil its “prima-
ry responsibility” of promoting and protecting human 
rights everywhere and for everyone.

 Addressing the Human Rights Council in Ge-
neva at the start of its first high-level session of the 
year, the UN chief insisted that any further extension 
of Israel’s ground operation in the south of Gaza 
“would not only be terrifying for more than a million 
Palestinian civilians sheltering there; it would put the 
final nail in the coffin of our aid programmes”. 

RULES OF WAR IGNORED
 The top human rights body also heard the UN 
chief decry how the “rule of law and the rules of war” 
were being undermined from Ukraine to Sudan and 
from Myanmar to the Democratic Republic of the Con-
go and beyond – a theme echoed by the UN’s top hu-
man rights official, Volker Türk, and by the President 
of the UN General Assembly, Dennis Francis.

SECURITY COUNCIL ‘UNDERMINED’
 The UN Secretary-General also reiterated his 
longstanding concerns about the Security Council, 
which he said was “often deadlocked, unable to act on 
the most significant peace and security issues of our 

time”.

 “The Council’s lack of unity on Russia’s inva-
sion of Ukraine and on Israel’s military operations in 
Gaza following the horrific terror attacks by Hamas 
on 7 October has severely – perhaps fatally – under-
mined its authority,” Mr. Guterres said, as he urged 
serious reform of the 15-member body’s “composition 
and working methods”.

 In a call for reasoned and long-term solutions 
to these conflicts and other serious threats to human 
rights around the world, the UN chief emphasized that 
the Summit of the Future in September would be the 
ideal opportunity for Member States “to step up and 
re-commit to working for peace and security rooted in 
human rights”. 

PROTECTION PLEDGE
 Mr. Guterres also pledged the global body’s 
system-wide support to all governments in this en-
deavour, announcing the launch of the United Nations 
Agenda for Protection, in partnership with the UN hu-
man rights office, OHCHR.

 “Under this Agenda, the United Nations, 
across the full spectrum of our work, will act as one 
to prevent human rights violations and to identify and 
respond to them when they take place,” the Secre-
tary-General said. “That is the Protection Pledge of 
all United Nations bodies: to do their utmost to protect 

Photo: UN News



37March 7, 2024www.mizzima.com mizzima WEEKLYMarch 30, 2023www.mizzima.com 37

2,947 civilians have been killed by the military and 
its affiliates since 2021, including 244 children, 
he said. More than one third of these confirmed 
deaths occurred in military custody, and the actual 
number of civilian killings is almost certainly far 
higher, he added.

 “It is imperative that the military respect 
the Security Council’s resolution and take steps to 
end the violence,” he said, adding that all armed 
parties must institute or strengthen efforts to 
comply with the fundamental principles of inter-
national humanitarian law.

 Noting that the military extended in 
February the state of emergency, he said detainees 
have reported severe beatings, mock executions, 
suspension from ceilings without food or water, 
electrocution, and acts of sexual violence.

 Credible sources verified that since 1 
February 2021, at least 17,572 people have been 
arrested, including 381 children, with 13,763 
remaining in detention.

 Rights violations also continue to “strangle” 
media freedoms and civic space, he said.

 “Merely ‘liking’ a Facebook post may lead 
to terrorism charges, with sentences of 10 years 
or more in prison, following opaque trials that do 
not meet fair trial standards at all,” he said.

‘Dire’ humanitarian needs

 Across the country, 17.6 million people now 
need humanitarian assistance, and more than 15.2 
million face acute food insecurity. At a time of such 
dire humanitarian needs, current regulations will 
impede the capacity of many non-governmental 
organizations to deliver essential goods and ser-
vices, he said.

 The Rohingya community, which has 
already endured decades of persecution, faces “a 
bleak present and worse future”, he said. More 
than one million Rohingya remain in forced exile 
and hundreds of thousands of others have been 
internally displaced.

 “There will be no durable vision for the 

future without accountability for the cruel violence 
of the past,” he said, calling for increased interna-
tional support and the provision of education and 
livelihood opportunities to the refugees.

International courts warrant support

 He said ongoing proceedings at the 
International Court of Justice (ICJ) and the 
International Criminal Court (ICC), with respect to 
severe human rights violations against the Rohingya 
people, warrant greater support.

 Amid mass displacement and the arbitrary 
detention of elected political leaders in February 
2021, and thousands of others since then, whose 
only crime was to oppose the military takeover, he 
remained deeply concerned by the prospect of new 
elections taking place in Myanmar while violence 
spirals out of control.

 “The elections of November 2020 made 
clear that what the people of the country wanted 
was to continue the hard-won path of democratic 
reform,” he said. “It is critical that the country’s 
future is decided by a process led by the people of 
Myanmar.”

 To address these concerns, he called 
on Human Rights Council members to do their 
utmost to deliver humanitarian support directly 
to Myanmar’s people, including by channeling 
operations through grassroots organizations. He 
also called on all UN Member States to promote 
dialogue and sustainable solutions that are rep-
resentative of the will of the Myanmar people, in 
order “to bring an end to this brutal crisis”.

Courtesy of UN News

people.”

DISINFORMATION TARGET
 Welcoming the UN chief’s initiative and offer-
ing to help advance people’s fundamental rights “in 
every circumstance, no matter how challenging”, UN 
High Commissioner for Human Rights Türk cautioned 
that the global body’s work was at serious risk from 
“continued attempts to undermine the legitimacy and 
work of the United Nations and other institutions”.

 Mr. Türk explained that these attempts “in-
clude disinformation that targets UN humanitarian or-
ganizations, UN peacekeepers and my Office. The UN 
has become a lightning rod for manipulative propagan-
da and a scapegoat for policy failures”. 

 This malign influence was “profoundly de-
structive of the common good, and it callously betrays 
the many people whose lives rely on it”, insisted the 
UN High Commissioner for Human Rights.

GENERAL ASSEMBLY CHIEF’S ALERT
 Echoing warnings that international humani-
tarian law and even the UN Charter were coming un-
der increasing threat around the world, the head of the 
UN General Assembly, Mr. Francis, told the Human 
Rights Council that it was time for all global citizens to 
“do our part”.

 Today, 75 years after the adoption of the Uni-
versal Declaration of Human Rights – “humanity’s 
cherished Magna Carta” – conflict and the impact 
of climate change “including the existential threat of 
sea-level rise” had left 300 million people in dire need 
of humanitarian assistance, some 114 million of them 
being refugees and other displaced people, he warned. 

 “We must not simply stand by as callous ob-
servers lest we be seen as complicit in the expand-
ing web of dehumanization,” he said. “We must do our 
part.”

 Highlighting the crisis in the Middle East, the 
UN General Assembly President said that the suffering 
of innocent civilians in Gaza had reached an “unbear-
able tipping point”.

 More than 80 per cent of the enclave’s popula-
tion had been displaced and was now “teetering on the 
brink of starvation and trapped in the depths of an im-
pending though avoidable public health catastrophe”, 
Mr. Francis told the forum’s 47 Member States.

 As war continues in Gaza, triggered by 
Hamas-led attacks that left some 1,200 dead and more 
than 250 taken hostage on 7 October, “the most vul-
nerable suffer most”, Mr. Francis continued. “Hostages 
and their families are living in anguish, women and chil-
dren are facing desperate and uncertain futures, and 
innocent civilians are unjustly caught in life threatening 
crossfire.” 

IN THE NAME OF HUMANITY
 To help the most vulnerable – not only in Gaza 
but in Haiti, Myanmar, Sudan, the wider Sahel and Ye-
men – the General Assembly President insisted: “we 
must not fail the victims – the victims of human rights 
violations… We must never tolerate or ignore the fla-
grant disregard for the rights and freedoms our fore-
bearers worked so arduously to define and to codify. 
Nor should we ignore the systemic impunity with which 
it is perpetrated.”

 Mr. Francis also insisted on the need for an 
“immediate humanitarian ceasefire” in Gaza and for 
humanitarian corridors to deliver aid to some 1.5 mil-
lion homeless Palestinians “in the name of humanity”. 

 The appeal by the President of the Gener-
al Assembly came days after receiving a letter from 
the head of the UN agency for Palestinians, UNRWA, 
warning of a “monumental disaster” in Gaza and the 
West Bank amid repeated Israeli calls to dismantle it 
and the freezing of $450 million in funding by dozens 
of donors.

 “I implore donor States to uphold and sustain 
their contributions to the critical funding necessary for 
UNRWA to discharge its mandated responsibilities to 
the Palestinians. Even in the midst of the current ex-
traordinary challenges, UNRWA has been and con-
tinues to be an indispensable lifeline of support to the 
Palestinians,” Mr. Francis said.

Courtesy of UN News
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ETHNIC NEWS ROUNDUPS

SHAN STATE
Martial law declared in Mongmit and Mabein 
townships in northern Shan State

 The junta declared martial law in the town-

ships of Mongmit and Mabein in northern Shan State, 

on 28 February 2024.

 The order stated that martial law was nec-

essary for the National Planning and Administration 

Council to provide better security, law and order and 

regional peace.

 Martial law was brought in under Article 419 

of the Constitution. It puts the regional military com-

mander in charge of administrative and judicial affairs 

in the areas where martial law has been declared.

 Mongmit and Mabein come under the area 

of the junta’s Northern Region Military Command and 

its commander is now officially in charge of the town-

ships.

 Under the law he can exercise that power 

himself or delegate that responsibility to others under 

his command.

Photo: Drzayar Min
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LAST WEEK IN NAY PYI TAW

JUNTA-RUN CBM, PRIVATE BANKS LAUNCH PROGRAM TO 
SIMPLIFY FOREIGN CURRENCY ACQUISITION FOR

MYANMAR TRAVELERS

The junta-run Central Bank of Myanmar (CBM) has teamed up with three private banks to implement a pro-

gram to simplify the process of acquiring foreign currencies for Myanmar citizens who are traveling over-

seas, the junta-controlled newspaper The Global New Light of Myanmar, reported on March 5 this year. 

 The CBM is “selling a small amount of foreign currencies to those going abroad in Nay Pyi

Taw, Yangon, Mandalay and Taunggyi cities under the special scheme,” said the newspaper. 

 People studying, working, or seeking medical treatment abroad can now purchase foreign currencies 

equivalent to US$300-500 per person at authorized banks’ FX counters and money changers at Yangon Interna-

tional Airport, said the newspaper. 

 This follows the CBM’s decision on December 5 last year to discontinue setting fixed exchange rates and 

allow sales based on market rates.



40 March 7, 2024 www.mizzima.commizzima WEEKLY March 30, 2023 www.mizzima.com40

BUSINESS

OVER 400 WORKERS FIRED AHEAD OF WATER 
FESTIVAL HOLIDAY BY FITEX GARMENT 
FACTORY, SAYS WORKER FEDERATION

More than 400 workers have been fired from 
the Fitex (Myanmar) Garment Manufacturing 
Co., Ltd, which is located in the Shwe Lin 

Ban Industrial Zone, Hlaing Thayar Township, Yangon 
Region, according to the Federation of General Workers 
Myanmar (FGWM).

 The factory is primarily focused on producing 
the AMISU brand, and is owned by a Chinese company. 

 According to some dismissed workers, more 
than 400 workers will be allegedly terminated by the 
company in anticipation of the upcoming water festival 
holiday, known as Thingyan, in mid-April, as the com-
pany purportedly did not want to provide holiday pay. 
This is not the first instance of such action, as some 
workers were also reportedly dismissed shortly before 
the previous Thingyan holiday in April 2022.

 A female garment worker from the company 
said in the condition of anonymity: “Some of the work-
ers were informed to work only until 12 April. The 
factory did not even post a notice letter in advance. The 
employer did not provide transparency to the workers, 
and they fired more than 400 workers out of fear of 
having to pay Thingyan holiday wages.  In the same way 
in 2022, the employer did not want to pay the holiday 
pay, so the employer fired some workers in the same 
way as it is now.”

 The terminated workers will not receive any 
compensation from the factory, according to the 
workers. So far, Fitex Myanmar has not been held 
accountable for their actions.

    FGWM chairperson Moe Sandar Myint told 
Mizzima, “There was no transparent explanation to 
the workers about the layoffs. On 12 April, the work-
ers will have to quit their jobs without receiving any 
compensation.” 

 The Chinese-owned Fitex garment factory 
reportedly forced some workers to work overtime 
against their will and threatened termination for miss-
ing a single day of work. This factory has been accused 
of violating multiple labour rights, including mistreating 
workers.

 Moe Sandar Myint has stated that the number 
of unemployed individuals in Myanmar will continue 
to rise due to the military dictatorship and exploit-
ative employers, and that the main culprit behind the 
increase in unemployment is the junta leader Senior 
General Min Aung Hlaing. 

 “Since the military coup, forming unions has 
been prohibited and our FGWM that supports workers 
has been declared an illegal association. As a result, 
openly addressing workers’ issues has become chal-
lenging. Despite these obstacles, FGWM is doing what 
it can to help with labour problems. Due to the military 
dictatorship and exploitative employers, the unemploy-
ment rate in Myanmar will only increase.”

 In 2022, the garment sector of Myanmar 
reportedly had the highest rate of labour rights viola-
tions at 78 per cent, followed by the food sector at 8.1 
per cent.     

Garment factory worker in 
Yangon. Photo: AFP

The Myanmar Central Bank issued a statement 

on 26 February rebutting rumours that 20,000 

kyats banknotes will go on general release in 

March.

 Previously, on 31 July 2023, the Central Bank 

issued a new 20,000 kyats banknote. However, news 

of its issue caused panic, a devaluation of the kyat on 

international markets and an increase in the price of 

gold. This led to the junta to announce that the new 

20,000 kyats notes were a limited issue to commemo-

rate the completion of a Buddha statue. 

 Until now, because the 20,000 kyats banknote 

is limited, the only way people could obtain a 20,000 

kyats banknote was by taking old and damaged notes 

to a bank where they could be exchanged for a new 

20,000 kyats banknotes. The bank would then destroy 

the old and spoiled money used to buy the new notes, 

meaning that the issuing of the new notes would not 

lead to an increase in the money supply.

 Economic theory states that if governments 

print more money without an improvement in the econ-

omy it reduces the value of money. This is because 

there has been no increase in the goods available to 

buy but people have more money, creating a greater 

demand for a limited number of goods. So, the price of 

goods rises, leading to inflation.

 The recent rumours that the new 20,000 kyats 

note would no longer be limited and go on general re-

lease led people to panic about inflation and caused 

the prices of cars and real estate in Yangon to rise over 

the last few days, according to brokers on social me-

dia. The value of the kyat against the US dollar also 

dropped.

NEW 20,000 KYATS BANKNOTES WILL NOT GO ON
GENERAL RELEASE

Photo: AFP
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CHINESE BUSINESSES INVITED TO INVEST IN 
MYANMAR

The Myanmar Military Council has called for Chinese business people to invest in Myanmar’s three 
main special economic zones.

Sein Win Aung, the Chairman of the China-Myanmar Friendship Association, invited Chinese 
business people to invest in the special economic zones (SEZs) of Kyaukphyu, Thilawa and Dawei.

 All three of the SEZs are based around ports.

 Thilawa SEZ is located just south of Yangon and became operational at the end of September 
2015 and was originally developed by the Myanmar government and Japanese companies.

 Kyaukphyu SEZ, is being developed on Ramree Island in Rakhine State. It was first announced 
in 2013 and was originally a venture between the governments of China and Myanmar but it has now 
been taken over by private developers. Gas and oil pipelines run from Kyaukphyu to Yunnan in China.

 The Dawei SEZ was first implemented in 2008, but there has not been much progress since then 
and little has been established there. The Italian-Thai Development company was originally given the 
contract to develop Dawei SEZ, but it was relieved of the contract in 2013 after it failed to find investors 
and the project was taken on by the Myanmar and Thai governments who are still looking for investors 
willing to restart the project.

Chinese car maker.  
Photo: AFPThe junta wants to export $1 billion USD worth of 

rice in the coming 2024 to 2025 financial year, 
as it desperately tries to earn foreign currency.

 Rice exports make up an important part of the 
junta’s exports earning it nearly half as much as oil 
and gas exports, which are worth over $2 billion USD 
a year.

 The Myanmar Rice Federation (MRF) said 
that its target is to export nearly 2 million tonnes of rice 
for $1 billion USD in the 2024-25 financial year.

 Rather than increasing output the MRF in-
stead wants to increase the value of exports by con-
centrating on higher quality and higher value rice.

 Myanmar usually exports 2.1 million tonnes of 
rice a year, but in the 2023 to 2024 financial year it 
has only, so far, managed to export just over a million 
tonnes for $700 million USD, making it the 8th largest 
exporter of rice worldwide for the year.

 However, rice exports were down from Sep-
tember to December 2023 because the junta’s oner-
ous foreign exchange rules made exporting rice un-
profitable.

 In the 2022 to 2023 financial year Myanmar 
exported 2.4 million tonnes of rice, making it the 5 larg-
est exporter of rice worldwide for that year.

 The main rice export market for Myanmar is 
the European Union (EU), followed by more local mar-
kets such as China, Indonesia and the Philippines.

 Currently, the price of rice to consumers in 
Myanmar’s domestic market has risen to an unprec-
edented level due to the junta prioritising rice exports. 
Because of this, exports for the rest of this financial 
year, which runs to April, will be reduced, in an attempt 
to stabilise the domestic market.

 Due to the junta being put under internation-
al economic sanctions following the February 2021 
coup it is facing a shortage of foreign currency which 
it needs to buy arms on the international market, so 
that it can continue its war of oppression against the 
Myanmar people.

MYANMAR JUNTA TARGETS RICE EXPORTS OF $1 BILLION 
NEXT FINANCIAL YEAR

Photo: AFP
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OVER 400 WORKERS FIRED AHEAD OF WATER 
FESTIVAL HOLIDAY BY FITEX GARMENT 
FACTORY, SAYS WORKER FEDERATION

More than 400 workers have been fired from 
the Fitex (Myanmar) Garment Manufacturing 
Co., Ltd, which is located in the Shwe Lin 

Ban Industrial Zone, Hlaing Thayar Township, Yangon 
Region, according to the Federation of General Workers 
Myanmar (FGWM).

 The factory is primarily focused on producing 
the AMISU brand, and is owned by a Chinese company. 

 According to some dismissed workers, more 
than 400 workers will be allegedly terminated by the 
company in anticipation of the upcoming water festival 
holiday, known as Thingyan, in mid-April, as the com-
pany purportedly did not want to provide holiday pay. 
This is not the first instance of such action, as some 
workers were also reportedly dismissed shortly before 
the previous Thingyan holiday in April 2022.

 A female garment worker from the company 
said in the condition of anonymity: “Some of the work-
ers were informed to work only until 12 April. The 
factory did not even post a notice letter in advance. The 
employer did not provide transparency to the workers, 
and they fired more than 400 workers out of fear of 
having to pay Thingyan holiday wages.  In the same way 
in 2022, the employer did not want to pay the holiday 
pay, so the employer fired some workers in the same 
way as it is now.”

 The terminated workers will not receive any 
compensation from the factory, according to the 
workers. So far, Fitex Myanmar has not been held 
accountable for their actions.

    FGWM chairperson Moe Sandar Myint told 
Mizzima, “There was no transparent explanation to 
the workers about the layoffs. On 12 April, the work-
ers will have to quit their jobs without receiving any 
compensation.” 

 The Chinese-owned Fitex garment factory 
reportedly forced some workers to work overtime 
against their will and threatened termination for miss-
ing a single day of work. This factory has been accused 
of violating multiple labour rights, including mistreating 
workers.

 Moe Sandar Myint has stated that the number 
of unemployed individuals in Myanmar will continue 
to rise due to the military dictatorship and exploit-
ative employers, and that the main culprit behind the 
increase in unemployment is the junta leader Senior 
General Min Aung Hlaing. 

 “Since the military coup, forming unions has 
been prohibited and our FGWM that supports workers 
has been declared an illegal association. As a result, 
openly addressing workers’ issues has become chal-
lenging. Despite these obstacles, FGWM is doing what 
it can to help with labour problems. Due to the military 
dictatorship and exploitative employers, the unemploy-
ment rate in Myanmar will only increase.”

 In 2022, the garment sector of Myanmar 
reportedly had the highest rate of labour rights viola-
tions at 78 per cent, followed by the food sector at 8.1 
per cent.     

Garment factory worker in 
Yangon. Photo: AFP

Some filling stations in Yangon have suspended 
the sale of Octane 92 petrol as they are fac-
ing difficulties in buying fuel from wholesalers, 

shortage of fuel in the market and no fresh arrival of 
fuel.

 The business community say that some filling 
stations reduced the sale after the news appeared that 
there would be a new export-import policy on 1 March.

 The new policy by the Central Bank of Myan-
mar (CBM) is a 70/30 ratio in which 70 percent of ex-
port earnings of the exporters must be exchanged at 
the CBM’s exchange rate and the remaining 30 per-
cent can be exchanged at the market rate. This new 
policy will apply from 1 March to 31 March.

 Though the concerned ministry of economy 
and commerce has not yet officially disclosed this new 
policy, the business community is in a “wait-and-see” 
mode as this unconfirmed news circulates.

 Myanmar has been facing frequent fuel short-
ages, inflation and rising commodity prices during the 
last three years since the military coup. The country 
experienced the worst ever fuel shortage in December 
2023, besides nearly 20 such shortages over the last 
three years.

 The business community said that the prob-
lem of severe fuel shortage in the country was caused 
by the wrong policy of the Military Council in controlling 
and restricting the inflow and outflow of US dollars af-
ter the military coup in February 2021.

 The Military Council wants to reduce their bud-
get on fuel import and they use a quota system in fuel 
import business as they are facing the lowering foreign 
reserves in their hands.

 According to data compiled by the fuel import-
ers that the fuel import before the military coup was 
total over 600,000 tonnes per month from both border 
trade and maritime trade.

 But after the coup, the fuel is being import-
ed by maritime trade only and it has fallen to nearly 
370,000 tonnes per month, virtually half of pre-coup 
figures.

 The prices of fuel in the market on 1 March 
was 2,175 Kyats per liter for Octane 92 petrol, 2,825 
Kyats per liter for Octane 95, 2,585 Kyats per liter for 
premium diesel and 2,525 Kyats per liter for diesel re-
spectively.

SOME PETROL STATIONS IN YANGON RUN DRY

Photo: AFP
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CHINESE BUSINESSES INVITED TO INVEST IN 
MYANMAR

The Myanmar Military Council has called for Chinese business people to invest in Myanmar’s three 
main special economic zones.

Sein Win Aung, the Chairman of the China-Myanmar Friendship Association, invited Chinese 
business people to invest in the special economic zones (SEZs) of Kyaukphyu, Thilawa and Dawei.

 All three of the SEZs are based around ports.

 Thilawa SEZ is located just south of Yangon and became operational at the end of September 
2015 and was originally developed by the Myanmar government and Japanese companies.

 Kyaukphyu SEZ, is being developed on Ramree Island in Rakhine State. It was first announced 
in 2013 and was originally a venture between the governments of China and Myanmar but it has now 
been taken over by private developers. Gas and oil pipelines run from Kyaukphyu to Yunnan in China.

 The Dawei SEZ was first implemented in 2008, but there has not been much progress since then 
and little has been established there. The Italian-Thai Development company was originally given the 
contract to develop Dawei SEZ, but it was relieved of the contract in 2013 after it failed to find investors 
and the project was taken on by the Myanmar and Thai governments who are still looking for investors 
willing to restart the project.

Chinese car maker.  
Photo: AFP

Penrose Thitsa

BUSINESS ALERT

THAI BUSINESSES IN MYANMAR ADOPT CAUTIOUS 
APPROACH: FTI CHAIRMAN 

Thai businesses operating in Myanmar are facing a complex situation due to the ongoing political turmoil 
and its impact on regional trade, The Nation reported citing Kriengkrai Thiennukul, chairman of the Fed-
eration of Thai Industries (FTI).

 He said that Thai businesses are adopting a cautious approach. 

 While the situation hasn’t significantly affected Thai investors yet, concerns are rising as the military rule 
in Myanmar and geopolitical tensions escalate, according to Kirengkrai Thiennukul. 

 Thai companies are monitoring the situation closely and delaying expansion plans until stability returns 
in Myanmar. However, Kriengkrai sees an opportunity amidst the challenges.

 As international investors display hesitancy and begin to divest, it’s imperative for Thailand to craft a 
strategic approach to either capitalize on or leverage this situation to its benefit, said Kriengkrai. 

 This necessitates deeper exploration and discussion, he emphasized.

 However, Kriengkrai highlighted the logistical challenges and security risks faced when the conflict 
spilled into ethnic regions near the Thai border, disrupting trade and distribution.

 “But when the conflict expanded and extended into ethnic areas near the Thai border, this caused logis-
tical problems. Trade and product distribution were disrupted and security risks soared,” said Kriengkrai.
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CULTIVATING THE LAND
A farmer in Bagan works on his land.

Photo:Hakan Nural

CULTURE & LIFESTYLE
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CULTURE & LIFESTYLE

CHASING MYANMAR’S HIDDEN MONEY TRAIL

“We’re a Washington DC based nonprofit 
that uses publicly available information 
to investigate illicit networks as they 

pertain to global security and human rights abuses 
across the world,” Savanna Slaughter of the Center 
for Advanced Defense Studies (C4ADS) tells Insight 
Myanmar in a podcast. “We work in various issue ar-
eas such as natural resource security, wildlife crimes, 
as well as national security derivative issues, such 
as China, Russia, Iran. So incorporating a bunch of 
publicly available information to help expose these 
networks and then take impactful actions working with 
government actors, on-the-ground authorities, civil so-
ciety organizations, to stop these networks.”

 The C4ADS team has been looking into two 
main areas regarding Myanmar: first, how the junta 
is able to stay in power through sustaining its mili-
tary might; and second, examining the regime’s illicit 
finances and assets through, Slaughter says, “crony 
financing and conglomerates, as well as the industries 
and ways in which the Tatmadaw is able to continue 
financing their war efforts.” Myanmar is not a new 
area of focus for C4ADS—their 2016 report, “Sticks 
and Stones,” looked at online hate speech directed 
towards the Rohingya. 

 More recently, their investigations have mainly 
relied on hunting down and interpreting, publicly avail-
able trade data. In the US and other Western coun-
tries, such information is often a legal requirement, 
although it can still be challenging to sift through so 
many documents; however, countries like Myanmar 
and its neighbors present a much greater challenge, 
because just the process of gathering data alone is 
difficult. “Unfortunately, corporations can act totally 
in secret. We’ve no window into that, besides previ-
ous examples from when we were able to scrape the 
data,” she explains, adding that in such cases, leaked 
information has played a significant role.

 Fortunately, C4ADS has its own data team, 
which has been able to digitize vast troves of docu-
ments, making them more accessible. Still, it takes 
much more work to make sense of them. Trying to 
untangle illicit financing is particularly challenging 
because the players intentionally hide their tracks, 
often setting up shell companies and deliberately ob-
fuscating records. Slaughter’s team searches social 
media and the wider web to cross-check names and Savanna Slaughter
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other details found in their document trove, in hopes 
of building a clearer picture. “The key takeaway is that 
you can’t operate with a single data source, ever,” she 
explains. “Basically, you have to combine it with the 
other resources we have and try to maximize it. All of 
this data fits together to form a puzzle [while] working 
through the other types of publicly available informa-
tion. And then, in certain cases, particularly with Myan-
mar, slotting this in for leaked information or defectors 
or human sources, as relevant.”

 Because Myanmar doesn’t publish its own 
trade data, Slaughter and her colleagues must search 
the other end of the transaction where possible. Of 
course, records from places like North Korea and Chi-
na are not accessible to her team, but there are pub-
lic records available for many other countries. “A lot 
of these shipments have been spotted and identified, 
and have been a pretty good starting place for a lot 
of investigations,” she says, noting that all shipments 
are required to list the sender, recipients, dates, and 
contents. It can also be helpful to narrow down the 
search by looking at the HS code, a classification sys-
tem which numerically indicates the item type being 
moved. But it gets tricky from there, as documents are 
sometimes forged, or the actual actors hire shipping 
agents to act on their behalf. To uncover these details, 
Slaughter admits that in addition to critical investiga-
tion and data analysis, it can also take a bit of luck, 
such as someone slipping up somewhere along the 
paper trail. Another possibility is piggybacking on crim-
inal investigations, such as what happened recently 
in Singapore, when two men were arrested for falsify-
ing documents that covered up a shipment of military 
grade sonar equipment to the Burmese regime. “It’s 
really dangerous to have these whole illicit networks,” 
she says. “It’s not just one bad actor, it’s typically a 
whole series of them all working in concert, which 
makes it really dangerous, but we just try to do what 
we can and apply some critical analysis.” 

 Slaughter’s work touches on the subject of 
sanctions evasion, something covered extensively in 
past podcast episodes, such as the jet fuel coming in 
or the teak wood going out, the ongoing gas and oil 
operations, the profits in jade and rare earth, or pro-
hibiting the use of US currency in any transaction. For 
example, some US teak importers claim to not know 
about the ethical challenges of the teak industry in 
Myanmar, or that the particular teak they import has 
been ethically sourced. However, they have had long-
term relationships with teak mills in the country, know 
how the teak industry there operates, so Slaughter and 

her team believe it strains credulity that those compa-
nies are not turning a blind eye to the situation there, 
even if it cannot be proven. The issue of jet fuel is more 
complicated, since it is used both by civil aviation as 
well as the military. But their research has uncovered 
Navy-grade, high speed, diesel fuel coming from In-
dia delivered to “The Master,” a moniker which piqued 
their interest and prompted them to dig deeper, and 
which was written about in more detail in a recent 
Frontier article. At the same time, she describes the 
formation of so many shell companies that their work 
is like “Whack-A-Mole,” where they can barely identify 
one entity before others pop up. “Unfortunately, given 
that we only deal with publicly available data, unless 
they’re publishing and bragging about this somewhere, 
which it never ceases to amaze me sometimes how 
self-incriminating people can be on their websites, we 
just don’t know for sure.”

 While it is easy to get trade data from many 
countries, it is quite different for other nations, in par-
ticular Russia and China. C4ADS has established that 
Russia is one of the main suppliers of military parts to 
the regime, and does try to not hide it “because no one’s 
going to hold you accountable for it,” she explains. On 
the other hand, she finds that “China is much more of 
a black hole.” Given the extensive border between Chi-
na and Myanmar and their close ethnic bonds, there is 
certainly a great deal of trade taking place; however, 
because China stopped publishing trade data within 
the last few years, unless Slaughter gets lucky and 
sees a Chinese national’s name appears on a leaked 
document, or is able to review the annual minutes pub-
lished from a Chinese board meeting, there is little she 
can do. Finally, while trade data coming out of India is 
fairly well-documented, it poses a different kind of chal-
lenge; even though there are accessible trade records, 
shipments of interest run the risk of being heavily ob-
fuscated or being shipped to nondescript entities, mak-
ing them very hard to unravel and trace in the context 
of military imports.

 “Moving forward with this is going to require a 
lot more innovation,” she says in closing, “in terms of 
identifying companies of interest, perhaps working to 
develop some screening lists, or building out directors 
of interest and combining corporate data in a new way 
to form screening lists for shell companies and things 
like that.”

 Check out the Insight Myanmar podcast here:

https://insightmyanmar.org/complete-shows/2024/2/4/
hidden-ledgers

https://insightmyanmar.org/complete-shows/2024/2/4/hidden-ledgers
https://insightmyanmar.org/complete-shows/2024/2/4/hidden-ledgers
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